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HAPPY
HALLOWEEN

THE MAGIC CAULDRON IS
REALLY BOILING IN SAN DIEGO -
Busy, busy magic month of September
with the Ring 7&Ring 96 annual
Exchange Banquet and Show on the
tenth and a fantastic regular meeting on
the nineteenth.

. Forty members and about tweaty two
guests enjoyed “MYSTERY BAG
NITE”, and a surprise birthday party
by Donna STILWELL for husband
Mikz our vice president. Siz new

o membes ‘;}ﬁngd ‘dufing the Birthday

: Bmih, ad- four previous Ring 76’ers
iréfeysed ~iedr’ memberships. - so by

. éBtertaipment time we had fifty mem-
: beﬁ*msent’ NOT BAD, MUST BE
: - SOMETHING RITE! Total

i huné hun@d members by
th._we hnpe you will join

,tcntinn s@ﬁs 't three munths prior to
ke eveniided; as of October first, the

ORMNIHOTEL is twenty percent

booked: for:the convention! Send a sixty
doilar check NOW, to: IBM Covention
89, P.O.Box 89, Bluffton, OH 45817,
before you  get all caught up in the
Holidays.

Hey, Jesnie “FINE, THANKS for

renewing your membership - NOW
start coming to the meetings again.
THANKS tos, Forrest WOOD, you
are paid up to Apnl 1990! (Now there’s
a man who knows a good newsietter
when he sees one. Just kidding.) Stam
GERSON, you are paid up to 1990 too!
THANKS, FOLKS, we aneed and
appreciate your support. Still looking for
Harry ENG, Al PEARSON, and
Ray BOND. You three would take us
up to an even seventy five.

Note that this issue of the NEWSLET-
TER contains your brand-new, up-
to-date Membership Roster; as accurate
as we can get it. Need your help to keep
it that way, so check it over for your
eatry: name spelling, zip codes, phone
numbers, etc., and send corrections to J.
P. JACKSON; 5746 Tortuga Rmad;
San Diego, CA 92124, Or bring it to the
next meeting on October seventeenth.

BRRBY

ershtp is up tggeventy two & | enhance amd re

| facets of magic- from books to wideo. to collect-

Prez's Mezzage

\

=4/ ‘0
Take note!

I.BM.

iou know what a great time is had by all If you
ave mnever beem to ome,

sare fun. informative, and will
your interest in all the

experience. The:s

ing, to lectures. lo close-up. to mentalism, to

stage. amd more. You’'ll suffer from informatiom ||
 overload, whether you are a hobbiest :or a fall |*

time proiessmnal.
The Ommi,

twenty percent
ILBM.:
they are h

rters ho(el. is ahtady

In fact, &e; are already
fos Szmday. Jawe ninth! L

If you’re mot altending lang Seventy Six meet-

ings on a regular basis you’re missing out on a lot
of magic. a lot of fam, and a lot of magic
camaraderie. Just ask any of the sixty three folk
who attended the September meeling.

See you at the October seventeenth -ccung-

The 1989:f
Conventiom will/{ - -
be a sell-out. Don’t be a miss-out! Register powl ||
If you have ever been to a major convention ‘then ||
you, probably, have already registered. because

they are a real

oves ||
d. and has termed the 1989 |}
onvem -the fastest moving conveniion ||
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HONEST SID GERHART
RING 76, SAN DIEGO, CA

Dick Dais
5 Forwin’
1P, Jackeon

TWENTY

YEARS age 5id GER-
BHART of SAN DIEGO Riss Seventy
Siz aad Mertin BIFERT of LONG
BEACH Ring Ninety Six (for whem the
rings are named) piesesred an eschange
banquetidinaer show coacapt which bas

.. contisned samwally ts this. dete. This

year, fourtess members of Ring
Seventy Six tmvelsd nerth te pesform
and/er just enjey a sumptusus Reast
Turkey diager, courtesy of swr Ring
Ninety Six hosts, at the GOUD STAR
RESTAURANT in Whittier, California.
After & maguificeat feast with afi the
trimsiags, Bill MeHILANY, pre-
sident of Ring Ninety Six, gave a nice
weicome and intreduced Dick DALSE,
presideat of Ring Ssventy Six and J. P.
JACKION, Secretary of Ring Seveaty
Siz, whe.thea presented Plaques to the
Ring Nimety Six members whe dad
performed the pm yeor ia San
Diego - anetber sics thask-you tmdi-
tien. Ring Seventy Six member, Jos
MYSTIC, was introduced as the MC
fer the evening and preceeded o lead a
vuypmwmztmm'fu
the rest of the evening.

Joe started the magic with a very
cever, three-time, bare head sik coler
change (through the fist), and finished
by putting them all together with a
surprise Sy Kleosda

Das FRECKS led off with classic
magic which included a torch-te-cans
opener, dove preduction, bare-hand
flawer preductieas, 3 very nice dauble
deve productiea from a scarf, and closed
with aa lastentaneeus Jawr-4perY van-

ish and reproductica via 3 Sage Lasy
frame.

Jim RILEY, the Ring Seveaty Six
loagest term active member, did a
clagsic % JSar routine veiag sae of
Jeha DAHM's creatisas (Rhe cadillac
of die bexzes);, and an extremely funny
Fasse-SacavMi/bpipag Bettie routine.

Jessis JUDGE feilowed with a jumbe
Spot card, his very fuany chosen
card-ca-ferehead, 238d 2 torm tissue to
paper hat which he presented te his
cute littie assistant.

Joe MYITIC came beck with an
entertaining interiude cailed the 200
SO0 BZar, and paved the way fer
cd/new member, Jack MARKLEY,
(ae IBM Ring Seventy Sizer in 1971,
and just reactivated ia time to perferm)
Jack did his very eriginal routine with
CRANDMA S THIMBLE s his magic
wasd to shew ue his three short repes
te one witk vasmishing knets, his muiti-
changing Weads, and finished with a

very fuaay PLUNGCER CARD reutine,

uveng a Plumber's Helper teo lecate a
chesea card.

Joe MYITIC again, in true MC Styis,

" with 8 beautifel CL/AP0 revtiae which

preved again that NG magic effect is
10é' OLD. It was grest, sad I cam attest
toithe fact that laymen loved it, (my
M}r .

3. umu. sur affiliste member
from Bullbesd City, Arizoma, came all
the way ts appear as “DIAMOND
JACK™, with a traditional Qe 200
bt lo 7hbde (net often seea anymere,
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but stil goed), a vanishing hank 2
feur-dilis-on-pia rewtine which left v
with the BIG Bill, asd desed with @

very {usay berrowed/durned bill azd

reproduction in a chosen orange and
waiast - ancther great classic.

B2 -LOWEF DPOAT magicas, Jeck
EVANS, one of onr newest members
and presideat of The Magician's Guild
of Sewthera Califermia, stale the show
and had us all im stitches with his
deiightfuily “campy” bits and gags
while deing a2 sik preduction iate a
UAD BLENDO, 2 lemxivag Cote
Beitle iate streamer with a2 Merv
TAYLOR Birdcage kicker (yesbh. 1|
poticed), then slewed down with & vesy
serices Aixardisy Ceaw (@ Milson/
Worth piece seidem seen), and clesed
with his “Alice Through The Looking
Glass”, a pesetmting mirrer mimi-ifin-
sea. Very, very nics, and very profes-
sicaal.

Wayase ALBERT came ea with the
Hovdar M Bxg Lecape, normally 2
stage {Husien, which he does s well
clase-up.

Jee MYSTIC came back with his vers
shewy fire-eating act, a nice change-up,
and thes imtroduced Riag Seveaty Siz
Presideat Dick DALE and Julfs ‘with
the clesing act. Dick opemed with a
stylish bare-hand Fissh deve production
frem candle flame, a second deve fmm a
cail of ribben, and passed them ts Juiie
whe piaced them iate a giass freat,cage.
Dick did his original Cu7 aod’ Revtancd
Agve reutine with several varigtiess
which led iato the h-fa'art Mpde-
mers Thes, siowing to & calm pecs, he
gestured tsward the caged doves..amd
they visibly dimmed, faded, . became
transparent; and totaity venished! After
& pavse for same streag audience resc-
tion, Dick came back in 2 lighter vein
with his Pwhcw Charr | q:'a-d_r
Kgoe mutine. WHAT a2 qfﬁ“i to a
GREAT SHOW and as’ mpﬂnd
eveningl New it’s your tm Ring
Niaety Six! . :
#unan
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-what yeu =dy

Our reguiar September meeting ca the
nineteenth packed ‘em in agmin and
started us in thinking about the possible
need for a bigger meeting piace after
only two meetings. WHAT A CROWD
turned out for “MYSTERY BAG
NITE™ - taik abeut a fuil houss - it was
GREATY

The short business meetiag covered
formal thanks to the Ring 749
Exchange Banquet perfermers; presen-
tation of a Plaque to Ex-Presidest,
Mark DIMENSTAIN, and the intro-
ductisn of some tweaty two guests -
WHEW! We were especisily pleased to
have Jeel and Arieae MOSKOWITZ
from Weodland Hilts sble to stay over
for our mesting. The Board Meeting
report summarized petemtial intevest in
an advisory committee for an asseciated
magic youth greup; 2 MAGAGAL com-
mittee in support of the coming IBM
CONVENTION in July 1989, and a
Mayoral Press Release for Adfept Wied
in Octsber. A quick peil of the mem-
bership supperted plans for a AMAGHT
SIAPL MEST at the Nevember meet-
ing; and a charity Jmer Afpt Sdowin

‘Anfidkacements ioctaded the Apt
- Castle Swap Afert 0n Cctober-eighth, a
‘plaiined “PHANTOM OF THF
‘OPRA” peckage bus "taur for the
opeaing next Juse in“ Los Angeles
iponsored by Paul and Sharea BAR-
TON, and the news that a local
productica of “C475™ will feature
member Lech CRANE as the magical
“Mr. Mestaffilees”,

AND THEN IT WAS BIRTHDAY
PARTY break time and Dease STIL-
wu. produced from novhm,a stu-
pcndou. build-your-owa, ice cresm
Sundae feast in henor of her husband’s

thirty-fifth, the same as our meeting
date. WHAT A NEAT TRICK FROM
A _NEAT LADY! Our moanthly raffle
‘pevPTIwWay over a dozen choice prizes
from ZUAMPER & CO, and this time |

did get the very collectable, guest-type
bottle prize - Champagne this time.

A TSTERY BAG N/TF started with a
very precise cxplamation of the ruies
and regulaticas by Veep Mike STIL-
WELL, neaes of which were fallowed
whena the action started. Over tweaty
three Mystery Bags were aligned on the
froat tabie and chosen by the designa-
ted velunteer performers whe were off
and running with five minutes to
prepare to perform with whatever they
fouad in the bag. Even the dramatic
count-down (8 show-time failed tw
impede the mad scrambie for aaswers,
heip in ideamtification and clues for a
suitable routine (or amy routine). Com-
ments liks - “What ia the hell is this?™
were heard often, or “How do [ de five
minutes with a red thimbie?” aad
“C'mon guys - I've never seen anything
like this i my LIFE, and | owa
EVERYTHING.” and, lastly, “HEY -
this isa’t a prep; it’s somebedy’s lunch™
It was hysterical, and the resuiting
show was 2 iremeadsus ssocees! Falks
who hadn’t performed in ages got up,
bit the bullet, and did seme famtastic
eatertaining with no rehearsal, five
minutes of preparation, and uaknewsn
props. It really cannet be described, but
highlights inciwde:

Ex-Presideat Frod ROHRER with a
four-balf csin stand which vanished aff
four coins instantly whea he bumped
the table reaching for them.

Beb INGALLS wuiting to do a rising

card from goblet while four folks looked
for and tried to thread the gimmnick.

Deve LAMBERT daing 2 hilaricus ten
minutes with 3 Saper Chgoowr and a
pickle; and later, 2ad VP Ed FOR-
SYTHE daiag a scary ten minutes
with anotber Azper Chgooer - this ene
with a_stock hladel - and an unknswing
guest assistant. All weat well, with Ed

belng the old pro that he is; but you -

couid hear the exzhaled Hreaths around
the roam whea he, ﬂmny.xnt it
uastuck

“Campy Jeck™ EVANMS had us in the
usual stitches with four cups aad four
quarters, and a tube penetration that

made abseiutely 00 sease whatseever,
but was nicely done (1 think).

Leck CRANE did a funny slk Ao
Loy Bornd awotiizg with a rebber
baad.

Jessie JUDGE created a nice patter
story about Diamoad Jim and Jack
Ruby using Gaw Froiddies

Mike STILWELL divined the calor of
a behind-the-back chosen crayes and.
floored the donor, whe had forgottea to
provide the gimmick

With great enjoyment we watched Cal
MAYERS do a2n unfamiliar csler-
changinging Aue-Beddvs-Rxs, Wayans
ALBERT with somebedy’s Clether Ao
Bar, Mark WADE's Jumbe Qrd Fre-
dkdas, Jeff MARCUS magically
remove a piag-pong ball from a glass,
Dick BUSH's Jaro®Resiared [Fve Dal-
ir A, snd Presideat Dick DALE,
Treasurer Ed RAYMOND; visitor,
Kea AYERS (Es-President of Jhe
Afepcis s Culd o Seuthers Cbfor-
a8}, junior member, Dasay THOMP-
SON, putting 2 Ry ar ¢ Coand the
hard way, Jack MARKLEY, Jim
ALBURGER, etc. etc. and on and on
and on. Daa THOMAS and Vic
WINTER of 7HE GATHERING res-
tauraat did a credible job wild aa
appasfing and dancing caae "sad a
magically strung chosea set "ol loose
beads which Vic knew abssiutey
NOTHING about - but it looked yood.
And, lastly - Derethy HATCHETTE
(SUNNY THE CLOWN) wits aa in-
credible, lang, fuany, original (It xad te
bel), very clever patter story about a
GREEN AFONSTER and i prop which
cannst be descibed here. YOU HADDA
BE THERE - it waa a hoot:
Adystery Bug Alle was-&-smash success
and one of our Dest meetings yet. It
probably will become an anaual event
from now oa. )
Now are_you ready for MCZ’WAA!D
TRACE N/GHT® Keep posted with
MAGICURRENTS for future
mnouments.& i

(T
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BOARD
MEETING
sl

The Baard met oa Meaday, Octsber
third at E4 FORSYTHRE’:s home with
Dick DALBE, J.P. JACKXIOW. Rtk
PEARSON, Harry HARTMAN, Ed
RAYMOND and we were most
pleased te bhave Ex-Presideat Fred
ROERER jeia uws REMEMBER,
ANYONE can come to a board mesting
(Pirst Meaday of each menth), and we
epcoumge you to de 5o We nsed aad
appreciate fresh bmins with inputs aad
ideas, new or old.

Plaas fer the Magic SWAP MEET at
our reguiar meeting in Nevember were
fisslised, and idess for a Ring Xmaes
Dinger vics the regular Decsmber
meeting (which ialis sa the nineteenth)
wese discuseed. A pell of the member-
thip regarding this lssue wifi be takes
2t the Octeber meeting ca the sevea-
teenth.

The Board rescived thet, as of Octeber
fifteents, dues for NEW members wiill
be pro-rated at dx daollars for the
remaining heif year. Old members stil
is arrears, whe renew this late for the
83789 yemur, will be required to pay the
full ansual fee of cleven dallars.

A prepsml ts assiga esch member a
“Perfermer's Number” or “Entertainer’s
Number” was discussed at icngth. This
concept is ueed by the MAGIT CIR-
€25 of Leedon to ensure & ready ped
of performers at say time: Doa’t peaic -
it’s nst as scary as it souads. It will be
mere fully explained at the Octsber
mesting. Next Beard Meetiag is at Ed
FORSYTHE's house o0a Monday,
Nevember seventh.

laaaadd

We ars happy te anmeusce that Mr.
Jack WHITE, cur owa Channel Tea
Newsman, will bs the fmatured guest at
eur reguiar Octeber meeting oa the
seveateenth, Jeck has always maia-
tained his interest and skills as a
magician and was an active member in
the seventies and Presideat in 1972,

Jeck will previde sur entertainment for
the cvening ia the form of Magic
MOVIES. We will be treated to msvies
of Jebs SCARNE, BLACKITOMNE
SENIOR, BLACKXSTONE JUNIOR
ind RICHEARDE frems Jack’s own
persssal callecties. WELCOME JACK!

Anyone wishing to follow that with a
Hve item or iwe is weicoms - il we have
time. Let Miks STILWELL know if
you can de a “filler” or two, time
permittiag,

il

FUTURE EVENTS

® The Nevember meeting sa the
tweaty first is set for ocur first
annval MAGHC SWIP MEST. Se-
lers will pay five dallars per table
for the peivilege of effering ther
ald magic for smle or trade
REMEMBER - the long established
annual magic suction will be heid
at the regular February meeting on
the twentieth. There [S_A DIP-
EERENCE The S MEET is
inteaded ts clear out your reaily
smail or incomplete (read juaky)
stuff; so that your sicer items can

PAGE 4

be auctioned move apprppnately
aand more effectively in February -
and keep the aucticn frem lasting
too long. So start digging around in
those little used dmwers and bezes;
and start loading & treak or two for
the SWAP MEET in November. If
you only lmve eme item or twe,
fiad ssmebedy ts shars a table
with - or just walk arsuad and
sifer trades. What ever. PLAN TO
HAVE SOME FUN, and maybe
youll even find the “Bail” frem-
your oid RALL AND VASE \tat’s
been missiag ail these years.

AND HERES MORE - the
AMAGICTAN'S GUILD OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
(Nerth Couaty Greup) will beld
their annsal MAGC AJCTRON at
their regular meoting sa December
sxth. Mark your caleadar NOW so
that the meney you meke at gur
November SWOP MEEFT an be
speat at thelr Auctiea. AND
THEN., by logical extension, what
you buy at iheir Auctisa in
December can be seld in QUR
Auction ia Februery! (Well that's
what's gospa bappen amyway -
RIGHTY)

The Riag will spomser aa JAAS
MAGKC SHOW in December at
the American Legion Hafl, date and
time ta be determined and sansuan-
ced sosn. Meanwhile, Mike STIL-
WELL is callecting a list of poten-
tisl perfermers for this eveat; ss if
you're up o paying your dues in
the BIG way, calf Mike and teil
him you're in.

In Jaswary 1989 the AAGT-
CIENT GUAL OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA wilk have Member's
Magic Night as their reguiar meet-
ing em the third. The membership
of Ring Seventy Six has been
invited as Guests. WHAT A NICE
IDEA! More on this soos.

g



Nice cail recently from magician
Mark CHASE, way out Lafaystte,
Indiana way. He cailed to let me
know he is coming ts Saa Diego to
work the Harbor Drive SOL/DA4Y
/N Lounge on October nineteenth
and twentieth. He also plans ts join
us at sur October meeting on the
seventeenth and, maybe, shew us a
dice of Indiana magic. Mark =mid to
be sure to invite Ring 76 members
to visit him at the SOLLDS V /NN,

Deana LYNN and Jee MYSTIC
are now performing Friday nights
through Octeber at RES-
TAURANT n La Jeia.

Jack MARKLEY, a new “od
member” (1971) and treasurer of
the Nerth Couanty group, starts his
third year with AMANA AND
PAPA PIZZA GROTTU (affiiated
with AZLIPS P/ZZ4) in Vista,
table hopping and baileon work
Priday nights from six ‘hirty to
eight thirty, Alss at G4ACIAS
RESTAURANT in Carisbad o
Saturday nights at the mme time,
Most of Jack's clese-up, that he
manufactures himself, is available
at BRADP BURTS of San
Diego, FRANE HERMAN'S
MAGIC SKOP in Ocenside, or
direct from Jack himseif.

o
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® Gery YESS, who recently closed

his SELPORT VILLAGE MACK
STORE has opened a second shop.
in Palm Springs called “ ¥WHO-
NOZE™. HWis first shop, ~ JANOT,
still exists and features up-«cale
gifts, cards, a very nice line of
“fun” items, and generai perly
supplies. “WPHO-NVOZE™ is now
dedicated to Haloweea but will
become Magic and Novelties after
the Haloween rush. NOW GET
JHIS: Gary has aiso struck a aeat
magical COUP by contracting with
the Navy Exchange Resle System
te open Magic Beutiques within
the local Navy Bass Exchanges.
Active Duty and Retired Military
folk with ACCESS can now pur
chase Gary'’s line of basic, introduc-
tory magic; some of the better
Royei Magic Line, Johasom and
Sterling Coin Magic, and Juggle
Bug equipment at the local base
Exchanges. The Ezchange at the
Navel Training Center (Rosecrans)
is already stocked as is the Thirty
second Street Navy Exchange
Annex. Scon to come: the Main
Exchaage at Thirty Second Street,
NAS Miramar, the Esxchange at
Imperiai Beach and, possibly, the
Exchanges at Long Beach, Fail-
broock, and China Lake in the
future. Nice Gain' Gary.

@ Ansther fun AMAGKC CASTIE

N NEXT T |
[ ] [ oK
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SWAP MEST ast Saturday with
lotsa Ring 7¢ folk in atteadance:
Bea DRUCKXERMAN, Jacks
EVANS and MARKLEY, Mark
DIMENSTAIN, Sherry LUFT,
soon-to-be member Marty BREN-
NER, Kea AYERS (buying
everything in sight). Dick DALE,
Marces DAY and yours truly
manned a Seller's Table as did
Frask HERMAN. The MAGK
CASTLE SWAP AMEST is usually
held twice a year (April and Octo-
ber or November), starting at eight
AM and lasting to noen or 1. You
get about four or five hours of
“table browsiag” for bargains in
new magic, oid magic, used magic,
cailectables and just plain junque.
Pleaty of other magic folk around
toez Peter PITT, Nerm NEIL-
SON, Stma ALLEN (ANDF
AAG/C), Tima LENERT, and
Head Man Bill LARSON. Also
Jack SUTHERLAND (SI¥
AMAGHC in Phoenix), and Chuck
KIRSHNER (MAGKC CITH at
the bar. And fleating around were
DARYLL, Jekaay CAUGEN,
Gease NEBILSON, Beb JAN-
DINE, SUDS and MARY, Billy
McCOMB, Michael WEBBER,
Dr. Jeka BOOTH, Jeia KEN-
NEDY and PETRICK acd MIA.
Great way to spead a Saturday
morning and well worth the drive
up.

Taik about advance planning - (s
mentioned in the meeting report)
Paul and Sherem BARTON are

(Contianed ea [>)

T NEED TO WORK ON My
MISOIRECTION TECANIQUE.

Pege s



CROSSTALK
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@ sponsoring a Bus Tour to see the

opening of PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA at the AHMANSON
JHEATRE 1n Les Angeles for next
year Eighty five dollars gets you 2
bus trip to and from, with stops
along the way, time for a ne-host
luach before the show, and great
seats for s Sunday Matinee oa June
fourth 1989, Cail Pasi or Sharea
(after ten AM) at ($19) 268-3911 te
get oa the list, which is filling up
fast. This is a great way to get an
advance ticket for what will be a
SOLD-OUT run. General Purchase
tickets (those left aftsr tours aad
reguisr theatre subscribers) wea’t
go on sale uatil lats December or
early January in Los Angeles, and
will be darn hard to get.

From Stas ALLEN': ASDF
AMAGKC, Dick CLARK has been
featuring lve Magicians on the
LIVE: DICE CZARKR PRESENTS
show on Wednesday nights at eight
PM. Seen recently were CARL-
TON and Jehaay ‘Ace’ PAL-
MER on October twelveth and
Larry WILSON oa October nine-
teenth.

The MAGIC GUILD OF SOUTH-
ERN CALIFORNIA (Nerth
County Group) has announced &
lecture by Araeld FURST at the
regular meeting on November first,
follewed by a pot-luck dinaser.
Non-members will be charged a
five doilsr guest fee. The pet-iuck
dinger is for members only.

22888
/ 7
J.P. Jackson
(619) 569-00%
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Jim Riley, Julian’s only five foet cighteen inch magicias, is alss Ring 76’s longest
tenured member. Not a very novel distinction, certainly, but a significant one in the
history of this Ring. Jim is far from being our senior member. Chronclogically
speaking, he is somewhere in the middie. There are many youager, and odlder
members. But there are few whs bave served the Ring more faithfuily. He has been
president at least twice, in his memery, st to meation the maay other offices he
bas held. He has writtes this Newsietter for many of our past presideats; and, of
course, coatributed in a thousand ways to the health of this Ring.

He is net a Charter Member. There are only a few of those left, but he remembers
the charter members, something few of us are abie to do. Evea more interestingly,
e hes maintsined a mther complete file of back-copies of this newsletter. He hsc
¢ven agreed to compile some notes supporting a history of the Ring. Therein les a
future project for the staff of the news letter.

Jim has another distinction not masy of us share. He was born right here in San
Diego. The year was 1939, and the community was Mission Beach, where he
continued to Hve through his school years. He was graduated from Mission Bay
High Schoel in the Class of 1957. When asked if he participated in any sperts, he
dryly repiied, “.as few as possible.”

When he was cight or nine he ;mw a pitchman demoanstrating a Svengali deck at the
Del Mar Fair. The man was a clever magician and could, apparently, de anything
with that deck Immediately, the lad was hooked. Here was e/ magic that the
man ssid Aeconid de - for a medest investment. Naturuily he beught sue.

At the time, Jim knew ne magicians aad pregressed little beyead the
Sveagall. Hewever, ia the sizth grade ia Saa Diege public scheals there is
camper pregmam in which chiléres attesd Camp Cuyamaca. Jim was sne of
thess campers, aad there he met a cssaseiler whe was alss & magicias, a
mes samed Gerdea Plummer. By the end of the sessien Gerdsa had agreed
ts tsach Jim magic, and the begianing of a lsag assaciatisa was begua.
Gaordes aise lived in Saa Diegs, ané the lessens cantinued for a nsmber of
yesrs.

Seme time during that peried, sr perhaps a littie later on, Jim learaed of
the existesce of Ring 76, and made a few teatative visits.

“] was extremely servess at being areuad magiciaas,” he mays. “1 was
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RILEY (Continued)

deing little shews areead. bet I
dida’t csasider myself qualified te
perferm befsre megicians, esd I
wasa’t.” Actuaily, be was in csi-
lege befare he feit ready te jein the
Ring.

“Y thisk Art Hasmsm was pre-
sident at the time of these first
visits. Aad of csurse Sid Gerhart
was arsuad. He was the ems whe
heid the ciub tegether. It met at his
heme, and later he fsumd ether
places for it te meet. He was a fine
persea fer helping youag pesple
ints magic - and gesemily gettiag
magicians tegether. 1 guess that’s
why the Ring was samed after
him.”

Asked whea ho did his first shew,
ke mid, “] guess ia the usual way -
family and frieads. 1 guess the first
reat shews were at Camp Cays-
macs. They wsald Rave, say, oae
husdred asd fifty yeuagsters up
thers, and they wounid have 2 taleat
sight. You saly go eae year as &
camper, but thea | in the
semmer pragram. They have twe
pregrams: the scheel pregram that
the childrea ge te iz the sixth
grade, aad the semmer pregmm. 1
werked 1a the summer pregram far
years aad, ia fact, fisaily became
directer of it. As a camsequence |
would de a shew a week duriag the
semmer.”

Wenderful magic ezperieace fsr a
yosag bey.

After high scheel Jim attended San
Diege State, graduating ia 1961
with a tesching degres. Duriag
callege he werked at JTHF FUN
SFGP, a magic and navelty shep at
Third and C.

“] liked seiling the magic.’”” he says,
“but Peg Harbian, the swaer, was
always shesing me out of the magic
area te get me to the stuff that seld

better. Tommy Wee, an sld-time
Saa Diege magicisa, was acteaily
the eriginal swaer of the business.”

In 1961 Jim began his tesching
career at ths Jemes Elemeatary
Schesl in Serra Mem. He remained
there thirteen years. It was there
that he srgamized the James Magic
Club, a ciub that became kmown aill
sver the csuaty fer preseating
illusien shews. He bad a studeat
teacher whe was aa cxcalleat
craftsman amd built mest of the
illusisns. The childrea were paid
fer the shews they did, and maay
came back frem the higher grades -
and evea high schesl te participats.
“The kids came set sf the walls
whes measy was csmcermed,” Jim
says. “We did the Spirit Cabiaet,
the Dugger Bax, 2 Sasepy Prsduc-
tiea Bexz, ¢cvea mwed 2 wemaa is
haif.*”

Jim is ssw teaching a special Pifth
and Sixth Grade cilass at Eaw-
therne Elemeatary iz Clairmeat.
His class is csmpesed eof cighteea
esceptiennily gifted youngsters

whse come frem all sver the csunty.

The class is restricted te that asm-
ber se that ecach may receive the
special attestiea he or she requires.
Pareats vie fer piaces for their
childrea and there is a waitiag list.
The childrea are very advamced
asd, in effect, Jim is teaching
seventh and cighth material. Per
seme, whe caa beadle it, he tesches
first year Algebra.

“Teaching is my life,” he says
simply - and cisquently. It is easy
ts ses that, with ssck a cemmit-
meat and cighteea knewiedge hun-
gry yeuagsters ts greet him every
merming, evea magic must take
secend piace.

He has ergamized a magic clsb at
Hawtherne, but the circamstances
are differeat than at Jomes. Few of
his stsdeats walk te schesi, and
tramspertatien is a preblem after

scheel. He has studeats frem as far
away as Psway, La Jeila, El Cajen
and Missien Beach se mest cam’t
participate ia after schesl activi-
ties.

One of his fermer students bas two
pateats for inveations sf bismedi-
cal apparatss. Anesther, whe s
geing te Yals this year, wes the
Yeuag Playwrights Award twice
this past year.

“She came beck te talk tes my
students. She had vides tapes of a
play of hers that was predueced,
which she shoewed to the class.
Thea she talked te them abest
acting - and abest hew life deve-
leps as eppesed te art - hew you
preseat life as art - and hew yeou
have te smip things eut amd re-
arrange te preduce & werk sf art.”

Almest makes ysu wish yes were
youag again - and brilliaat - ss yeu
csuid be ia that class.
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