JIAGICURKGI(TS:

b __..b_-n---..._- _‘_—Qu---—-.,m- .' M .

DECEMBER 1988

ERRY
o

- and HAPPY NEW YEAR from
the RING 76 Board of Directors and
the AMACICURRENTYS Staff - and
being the man of few words that [ am,
I add my own personal Xmas Greeting:
HO!

Eighty five members and still
growing: two new members and one
renewal at the November meeting, and
one more renewal subsequent - WEL-
COME back to Al (BUMBO 7de
Jowsn) PEARSON and Robin (4CF
AASTERSON) FREELAND,

Little late this month, due to a
frantic Holiday schedule and a nasty flu
bug; but we're rolling again and hope
that this month’s mailing is not slowed
down too much by the XMAS mail
Reservations for the XMAS Dinner
Meeting on the Ninteenth at the
American Legion have been trickling in
slowly; too slowly as a matter of fact, so
the Board undertook a telephone cam-
paign to remind everyone to get the
checks in the mail promptly, and
established a new deadline of Monday,
the twelfth. So -- you should have been
called by now and, if you haven’t made
reservations by now you're top late. Due
to the Amenican Legion Hall rules and
regulations, we cannot accept dinner
payment at the door; so you had to
have sent it to Ed RAYMOND, our
trusty treasurer. Hope you made the
deadline, or you will have missed a
great XMAS Roast Beef dinner catered
by Fred and Ursula ROHRER, and a
special XMAS Show by Jack EVANS.

Great Magic Auction up in the
North County on December Sixth. 75
MAGICIANYS GUHLD OF SOUTH-
ERN CALIFORN/A held their third
annual auction, and it was one heck of a
seller’'s market. Items sold like crazy,
and bidding was fast and furlous. Panl
BARTON did a magnificent job as the
Head Auctioneer, assisted by Ken
AYERS, and just about everything
moved as fast as it was offered. Major
sellers were Framk HERMAN, Jack
MARKLEY, yours truly, Jan EAST-

MAN, Brian TEMPLETON and V.
Robert ALLEN. Before the auction,
President Jack EVANS announced
future plans to invite IBM RING 76 to
their regular January meeting on the
third for a special show for US by their
membership, and proposed a tentative
idea to have both groups get together
on a Sunday in April for a combined
MAGIC POT-LUCK picnic. Great idea,
Jack How about Aprl Ninth??

Reservations for the sixty first IBM

(Continued oa Page 2)
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This will only be used

roster. Now. Please. See the number In brackets
after your name? That’s
“Officlal Performer’s Number™.

Prez's Mezzage

Take a look at your
name on the enclosed

what’s kmown as your

if voluntser sntertainers

don’t fill the entertainment needs for the svening.

it works llke this: There Is a tag with your
nember (and tags with everybody eise’s, too) in
the drawing box. If we need, for an example, four
entertainers, tags will be drawn untll four magi-
cians are found from those present at the meet-
ing. These four will be asked to join In the
entertainment for the svening.

Now for the un-scary part. If you are called
upon, you can do anything you want_ it can be
your favorite trick, routine, something new
youre working on, review a magic tape you've
just viewed or listened to, talk about a book or
article, or anything else that’s magic-refated.
Easy, right?

Happy Holidays to you and yours.
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Convention in July are now over eight
hundred. So, don’t wait any longer - get
your check in now! We will add a
convention application to next month’s
MAGICURRENTS, just in case you
didn’t get one yet from Brad BURT or
me.

This month you are getting your RING
76 Membership roster as promised. It's
as current as we can get it, but we need
your helpto keep it accurate. Please take
a minute to check your entry for
accuracy, and let me know any necess-
ary corrections. I know we need new
phone numbers for La Yern GRAVES
and Stuart ZOLA-MORGAN.

This issue also contains those famous
“Performer’s Numbers” you’ve heard so
much about - REMEMBER?? It’s a
three digit number starting with a
“zero” right after your Zip Code. For
example Jim RILEY is”001”, and
George EDWARDS is “002”, a con-
cession to their longevity.

All others have been randomly assigned,
and should be committed to memory
‘cause we will start using them after
the first of the year.

And, for which, I wish you all a
Healthy and Happy 1989!

ry NOVEMBER MEETING;?]\I
I l ---what you missed | |
A = )

November was our first annual ever
SWAP MEET, and proved successful
enough to make it a continuing event.
Forty two members and eleven guests
were present for a busy night of
swapping. Sellers included J.P.JACK-
SON, with treasures from his collection;
Brad BURT, with great discounts
from his Magic Shop; “SKIPPER
FRANK” HERMAN, with some good
bargains from his shop in Oceanside;
Jack MARKLY, with assorted goodies,
including some cute, magic, magnetic
“Fridge Door” stick-up pins; Dick
BUSH, Jan EASTMAN and Bob
INGALLS; all with some good used

props.

Formal meeting started with a short
business session which reminded all of
our annual XMAS Dinner’Meeting on
the ninteenth (a full catered affair), and
the Xmas show for the American
Legion folks on the twenty third. Brief
plans for a paid lecturer in the spring
were discussed, and some ideas for TV
publicity were noted for future Board
action --- and then it was “B4CA-
WARD TRICK hight. Eight performers
came forward with hilarious versions of
standard tricks done in reverse, and the
results were great. Joe MYSTIC led
off with his back to the audience doing
a very nice paper tear, which no one
could see; then turned around with the
resulting Santa Hat, and proceeded to
turn it into two pieces of tissue.

Brad BURT came up dragging about
fifty feet of paper coil, stuffed it all in
his mouth with some extremely unintel-
ligible patter, chewed it all up, and
produced a neatly milled mouth coil
Jack EVANS bounced on waving a
thirty six inch silk (Rice, no less) and a
bunch of feather flowers - vanished the
silk, and exited stuffing the flowers up
his sleeve. His standard opening in

PAGE 2

reverse. Bob INGALS did a nice
‘ROFPE AND RESTORED CUT;
which looked just like it sounds, and left
the stape with two pieces of rope and
one lone knot. Loch CRANE did a
reverse version of Bob HUMMER's
“WHIRLING CARD” which looked the
same forward or backward until the
gimmich caught on his ear. Ken
AYERS came on, complete with back-
ward patter, complete down to cach
syllable (sounded like an old 78 record
at 33 RPM) while he executed a
backward card production,

Jack MARKLEY gave us a funny
version of his famous “/PLIUMBERS
HELPER” card location in reverse,
using the trusty plunger for a “force”
rather than the usual revelation; even
then the thing lost suction - but looked
good. Jessie JUDGE closed out the
BACKWARD TRICK artists with a
color changing something; but I'm still
not sure if he did it frontwards, or
backwards. or both.

After a short break the tables were
arranged and the swapping commenced.
Everybody went home with at least one
bargain, and it looked like we succeeded
in clearing out everyone’s junk so that
our fantastic February Auction will be
reserved for prime items only.

nunn

MAGIC
WANTED

Rich ROBERTSON is looking for
two decks of FOX LAAFE alphabet
cards, one of them the standard fifty
two double alphabet deck and the
other one all “Y"s. Call him at
291-7424

Frank SYREN is looking for a
practical method of levitating a small
Persian rug. His is two feet long by
one foot wide with fringe at each
end, It weighs over a pound.563-9684




BOARD
MEETING
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The Board of Directors met on
December FiFth with Dick DALE,
J.P.JACKSON, Mark DIMEN-
STAIN, Ed FORSYTHE, Harry
HARTMAN, Ed RAYMOND, and
Ruth PEARSON in attendance. Final
selection of Fred and Ursula ROH-
RER as the caterers for our XMAS
dinner on the ninteenth was the first
order of business. Bids, Menus, and
Services offered from three sources
were compared in detail. The Board was
unanimous in choosing the ROHRER’S
bid as the best package for the price.

The subject of Magic Lecturers and
fees was discussed. The Board agreed
that regular meeting dates wuld not be
changed to accomodate lecturers sche-
dules. Paul GREEN’s was chosen as
our paid lecturer for the remainder of
the 88/89 year since Rom LONDON
and George SANDS are not available
on a regular meeting date. Due to the
ever-increasing size of RING 76, and
the diversity of the membership the
Board concurred in the decision that
there waould be no gift exhange at this
year's XMAS dinner.

Ed FORSYTHE and Ruth
PEARSON volunteered to serve as an
ad-hoc committee in exploring the pur-
chase of IBM RING 76 name tags for
the membership. Based on their find-
ings and prices the Board may act on a
proposal to purchase a name tag for
cach member on a one-time basis.

The on-going discussion regarding
the selection of a Member-of-the Year
and a possble Magiclan-of-the-Year
based on a structured point system
proceeded with no resolution. Addi-

tional Pro’s and Con's were discussed,
and the idea of conducting a multi-
phase competition for Magician-of-the-
Year was considered, This issue will be
continued at the next Board Meeting on
January Second at Ed RAYMOND'S
home.
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The Xmas Dinner and Show on the
ninteenth is also our regular meeting for
December. Hope you're planning to
attend for an excellent Roast Beef
Dinner with all the trimmings, fully
catered by Fred and Ursula ROH-
RER, and a spectacular, special, magic
performance by good friend, Jack
EVANS, tailored especially for our
Dinner entertainment. The dinner and
show both will take place in the main
part of The American Legion Hall - 70/
our usual meeting room. Come in the
front door and you’ll walk right into the
main hall with the big stage. Social hour
starts at six thirty P.M. with a No-Host
bar and Ursula’s incredible Hors
D’Ocuvres. We plan to sit down to our
buffet dinner at about seven thirty
P.M. followed by Jack EVANS at
about nine P.M,

#HHHH

SLEIGHTLY
NEWS
‘ROUND TOWN

WFASHION FALLEY announces its
Xmas Shopping/Entertainment Sche-
dule with magician Terry GOD-
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FREY appearing on Saturday and
Sunday, December seventeenth and
cighteenth from one to four P.M. and
again in the afternoons of December
twentieth, twenty second,and
twenty fourth.

wAccording to Stan ALLEN’s “/V-
SIDE MAG/C, Dan WITKOWSKI
and Company will again produce the
Haif-Time Show at this year's
SUPFR BOWZ on January twenty
second. It’s called “ SORCERY SPEC-
TACULAR and will be a twelve
minute “production show” wiyh
magic, including a card trick involv-
ing all 75,000 spectators. Hope us TV
watchers get to see something besides
commercials.

WwLoch CRANE has donated several
shows for the “Homeless and Less
Fortunate” this holiday season. He
will be appearing at eight PM. on
December Twenty Third, Twenty
Fourth and Twenty Fifth at GoZ-
LEN HALL for the AMAYORS
HOMELESS SHEL7ER This is his
second year as a volunteer for this
project. Nice going, Loch!

HFHAAH

FUTURE EVENTS

e THE MAGIC GUILD OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORN/A will
have their repular “MWEMBERS
MAGIC N/TE™ at their regular
meeting on January Third, AND -
the entire membership of RING 76
has been invited to this annual
event as special guests for the
evening. This fun group meets at
Seven PM. in the Lutberan Henlth
Fradiy at 201 Grand Avenue in
Carlsbad, CA. (Southeast corner of
Carisbad Boulevard and Gmand
Avenue) Please use street parking

(continued on page 4)



FUTURE EVENTS

(continued from page 3)

only - the lot in front of
the meeting room is totally
reserved for tenants of the
Health Facility. (See map

The February meeting on the
Twentieth will be our AMNLAL
AUCTTION NITE Rules for Sellers
and Buyers will be announced in a
future Al GCICURRENTY. Mean-
while start dusting off these un-
used props and gimmicks, and look

start a four month run at a fancy,
brand new restaurant called 2424
PLACE, also in Bullhead City.

Mark Chase, our friend from
Lafayette, Indiana, who visited us
at the October Meeting, checked in
by phone the other night to report

insel.) for the DIRECTIONS. One of the . Ught.
basic  rules that he is booked solid with shows
for a good through January, but is still plan-
\\\0 Py auction  is ning to relocate out here in the
imat f_?_sj—-— that all summer,
The Lutheran Health Facility t,t:m:nm:;::: Stan ALLEN reports that a new
201 Grand Avenue, Carlsbad ) Magic/Comedy  Club  called
Las Flores with, -din “CRAZY JX' will open in Pasa-
Uoay., aud dena in Mid-February, complete
j packadged in-‘ with Magic Bar, Magic Poster
A aiv u:::uy' Decor and a full stage show capabi-
3 4 Grand Ave. or carefully lity.
] [,:r ) annotated as
/ Pag . Eim Ave. \ th  whal's nunun
} H missing. Call
o M i k e
i|3] & ST Q) ek
o WELL it
2| 8 you g to J.P. JACKSON
2 Tamarack
) g{ Jg B P TEL. 569-0096
‘ his list.
Ex-President Mark DIMEN- CROSS
STAIN is having his annual TALX

“Magke Pol-Lucd” on New Year's
Day, Sunday, January First. He has
kindly invited RING 76 members
to attend, and describes his party
as a fun, magic get together for
Magicians and Laymen alike, Call
Mark at 287-3706 for directions
and further details on what to
bring.

® Nice letter recently from Nick
BROWN way up LOS OBOS, CA
way, letting me know that our
Ring Reports in the “Z/NA/NG
RING' are being read by folk other
than just Ring 76 members. Nick
was an active member and officer
in the late gseventies, and served as
president in 79-80. He sent his
personal greetings to old friends:
Jim RILEY,George EDWARDS,
and anyone else who remembers
him. He may even be able to join us
for the XMAS Dinner/Meeting on
the Ninteenth. Thanks, Nick. Those
kinds of letters feal good!

Our January meeting on the six-
teenth will feature a lecture by
MAGCIC CASTTFE magician, Paul
GREEN. Paul is one of the busiest
performers in the LA area, and a
regular at the MIGHT CASTZE
His lecture will be our one paid
Magic Lecture for the remainder of
the year and is free to members of @ Jim BEAMON has finished up
RING 76 - more details in the three weeks at the R4MAD4 [NV
Janvary M4 GICURRENTS. in Bullhead City, AZ, and will soon
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Although | have been acquainted
with Mike Stiwell for about eight
ysars | had never really gofiten to
know him. In fact, | felt there was a
brittle, aloof quallly about him that
kept me at a distance. | was mis-
taken,

Perhaps it was the wild look In
his eyes; or perhaps It was the ysars
he speni as a magic bartender,
handiing drunken customers, that
made him seem siightly sardonic. As
i sald, whatever | thought it was, |
was wrong.

in exdiended conversation Mike
comes through as a warm, compas-
slonate man who loves children, his
wife, and magic - not necessarily in
that order. His entire Ife Is devoted
to magic, not to mention his entire
Iivelihood. He is fond of saying, “I'm
one of the fortunate few who does
not work to Iive but, rather, lives to
do the work he loves.”

Mike was born and spent most
of his youth in the sieepy colonial
town of Annapolls, Maryland. Like
most of the rest of us, his love for
magic deveioped young. A magician
came to his home to entertain at his
ninth birthday parly. Naturally the
magiclan didn't show hMm how the
tricks were dons, so Mike set out to

leamn for himself. At the public libr-
ary he found a book titled “Cyclope-
dia Of Magic” by Henry Hay. This
book became his bible. To this day
he keeps a well-thumbed copy in his
office with the word BIBLE wriiten on
it in large block letters.

Unfortunately, he knew no one in
Annapolis who could gulde him In
his magicai studies. The nearest
magic shop was In Washington, D.C.
As a result, for many years there
were some strange blind spots In
Mike’'s magical knowledge. One In-
cident particularly IHusirates this.

On his twelfth birthday his father
gave him twenly dollars to spend In
any way he wished. The boy had his
heart set on the OXrese Linking
Aorge. He and his father went to
AL'S MAGAKC SHOP In Washington
where they found that a set of rings
cost nineteen doliars. Then Al
Cohen, the proprietor, offered them
a bargain. He had a box of used
magic which contained at least
twenty fricks, including a smalier set
of rings, pius a hollow egg, an egg
bag, a change bag and, in Mike's
own words, “a bunch of ends of
thumbs, some metal, some rubber,
one with a wick at the end, one with
a bit of lead, one with a little scrap
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of cloth stuck by one comer Inside
of it | had no Idea what any of this
stuff was for, but | was sure it was a
great value since all he was asking
was twenty dollars for the lot | went
forit”

Al about this time the magiclan
who had entertained at hiz nimh
birthday gave his father a tuxedo he
had had as a boy. This was a magr
fuxedo. it had all the secret pockets -
in the sleeves, In the lapels, in the
talls of the Jacket - all overi Of
course, Miks didn't know how {0 use
them, but it was nice to have
them Incidently, the magician's
name was Wiliam Smith Jr. and he
worked under the name of A4#4%
AAG/C. Mike would like to thank him
for Introducing him to our art, but
has lost all touch with him; so i
anyone knows anything about Smith,
Mike would love to hear it Also, at
ahout thiz time, Mike gave his f{irst
show for profit. He sold tickets and
presented it In his basemsent The
program included the A#MA™ A7~
CHER, FOO CAN CHINESE
STICAS, CUT & RESTORED ROFPE
and a zomble called the A#R4CLE
KALL Four years later he finally got
to visit a magic club In D.C. and
some one did the Iit cigarsiie into
the handkerchief, so badly, that he
flashed the thumb tip. When Mike
got home he examined his tips and,
sure enough, one of them had bumt
clgarefte ash in L His embarassment
was acute. Ah, Innocencel

After graduating from high
school, where he played defensive
end on the football team and center
on the basketbali team, Mike came
to San Diego. The plan was to go
from a small town to a big city and
be discovered as a magiclan. The

(Continued on Page 6)



BUMPER(Coatianed from Page 5)

trouble was that five thousand other
boys had the same idea. He had
wanted to work on cruise zhips, but
found he was too young for that so,
after about a year of struggle, he
joined the navy where he remained
for seven and a half years. The last
four years of that service were spent
back in San Dlego where two
Important things happened.

in June of 1977, nidk A nas
s i e Mavy; Mike and J. C.
Wagner opened a bar called
THE MAGIC LOUWVGE It was
located at 4619 University Avenue
and continued to flourish unti
1980 when the business lost Hs
leagse. All the bartenders were
magicians, and on weekends
there were stage acts. There was
also a back room whera magl-
clans could do magic for tips.
The place was extremsly populer,
and whenever a magical celebrity
was in town he was sure to tum
up at the AMHGIC LOUWWGEE
Among many others were Siy-
dinl and Ricky Jay.

One night a pretly giri and
her date came Into the loungs.
Mike entsrtained her with a few
tricks, and showed up whers she
worked the next day - just in time
to take Donna Lynn Doumont to
lunch. The rest I3 history. They
have been married for ten years
now.

The worst feature of the bar
was that  tended to debase
Mike. In the constant search for
new gags and leering doubie-
entendres he found himself
growing ruder and cruder; umtil
Donna finally called a hall Mike
had just gotten out of the Navy
and taken a civil service job. Now

he left the ALGK LOUNGE and,
during a twenty week hiatus from
magic, he resvaiuated his magical
caresr. Donna gave him a pen and
ink drawing of a very large rabbi
removing a magiclan from a hat
(The drawing Is reproduced hers.)
With his already plus six foot height
it was easy to make a costume for a

seven foot rabbit. John Ferguson, a
magiclan who [ives in Redlands, CA,
designed the entire costume for him.
The head alone Is about fifteen to
sighteen inches in diameter and s
strapped on so he can move, bend
and twist without it moving, tuming -
or worst of ail - falling off. The fest
are snormous, In scale with the

(Coatiaued on Page )
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BUMPER(continued from Page 6)

head. The rabbit wears a speclal
black tuxedo and white gloves.

The hard part was leaming fo
walk and talk in the costume, and to
do magic with gloves on. The name
selecitad for the new creation was
Surnpoeyr: However, on one of his
early Swnposr shows, Mike Rogers,
who was momitoring the show, gave
him a penetrating critique:

“Mike,” he sald, “you'rs just a
guy in a rabbit costume doing
magic. You've got to Lecome a
rabbit f you're going to be effec-
tive!”

It took Mike a while to take this
in. But that wasn’t the only problem.
With the head on he had lost a lot of
the powers of misdirection which
derive from the direction the eyes
are looking or the expression on the
face. Tito solution was a ciass in
mime at City College. He leamed to
create expression with his whole
head, his shouiders, his hands and
arms, even with his knees and those
enormous feet He leamed to think
like a rabbit.

He credite Mike Rogers for
much of his achivement. Mike con-
tinued to suggest and gulde as the
rabbit developed, giving him many
Insights that might, otherwise, have
been difficult to perceive.

And then came another great
step forward. He had a sound sys-
tem bullt into the costume. Now he
could talk and there was no stop-
ping him. Bumper lived!

To maintain the illusion that he
#as the rabbit, he never allowed
anyone to see him in parilal cos-
tume, or to ses the head or feet
disembodied. Since he couldn't

drive with the head on he had to be
driven to svery show. As an exam-
ple, for five years Donna had to
drive him to the Black Angus and sit
around for endless hours while he
table hopped. When he finally got a
van he could use as a. dressing
room part of that problem was
solved.

Bumper was the rabbit that
made Mike Stilwell. He was enorm-
ously successful, working the Magic
Conventions, appearing on tele-
vison, being featured as the officlal
rabbit at the Del Marr Fair, working
every Sunday at Seaport Viilage for
a long period and doing countiess
commercial and charitable shows.
But st he was not compleisly

happy. He still had to go to that civil

service job flve days a week He
wanted to start a magic shop and
concenirate totally on magic.

Az It happens, hls Uncls Suds
(his mother’s brother, Ted Sudbrack,
but “Suds” to all his friends) was
operating a magic manufacturing
business in the Los Angeles area.
“Instead of opening a shop, why
don't you buy my business?”

Suds was one of the two largest
manufacturers of Limtimg Aigs In
the country, and pro-
bably the largest maker
of Aaf 7a2r> In the busi-
ness.

Mike and Donna
bought a beautiful
house on the side of a
hill in Spring Valley with
a sprawling vard spot-
ted with frult trees. Mike
built a pen for his rab-
bits, a pool for his tur-
tles, and set up the

basement. In deference to the debt
he owed to the rabbit he named the
business ZSLAKER & COMPANY.
Due to the slope of the hill the
garage Is on the basement level and
has become pant of the operation.
Hence part of the working area Is
open to the scenery on a nice day.

At a recent IBM convention,
Mike’s old friend from Washington,
Al Cohen, approached him and
sald, “Mike, Isn't it interesting that |
sold you your first set of LAKG
AVGES, and now | buy all of mine
from you.”

Mike does not do many SL#/-
FAER shows any more. Now, worldng

“as Adagic A#4w he does several

restaurant shows a week and numer-
ous private parties, irade shows, and
hospfitality sultes. But Sumperis still
on call when requested.

Thus Miks Stitwell has fiiflllad
his dream of not working for a iiving,
but iiving for the work he loves - full
time.

#A A A

“Suds” business in the
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