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President's Message

by Gary Schwartzrrvald

As you read about our August
meeting you will see that we are
planning a variety of changes.
ln January there will be an
evening of close-up perfor-
mances by members. On a
similar note there will also be an
evening of stand-up perfor-
mances at our June rneeting.
Although there will be 'winners,
of the close-up and stand-up
'contests', I hope that you will
view these as opportunities to
perform, not com pete. I

strongly encourage you to par-
ticipate in both these evenings
as it will be a great chance for
you to show us your favorite
rouiine and to perform in a non-
threatening environment. Win-
ners will be announced and
honored at the lnstallation
Event at the end of the year
(July). If you are interested in
performing at any of our mee!
ings please contacl Dick Dale.

The September meeting will be
at a new localion, Patches.
Please join us there so you can
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IBERSHIP QUESTIONS shou/d be
to the club trcasurcr,Julie Dale. Al
76 members must be members in
standing with the lntemational

by Don Soul, secretary

There was a feeling of freshness
from the opening minute of this
month's meeting as our new Presi-
dent Gary Schwartzwald called
the meeting to order and intro-
duced the new board. We had
three new guests, two of which,
Ken Dear and Craig Beresh are
magicians and John Stephens
was the third visitor. Before the
main meeting got under way we
were treated to a panel discussion
on entertaining at hospitals by
guests Eric and Debbie Hansen
from the Armed Forces YMCA
working out of Balboa Naval Medi-
cal Center. Joining them were Ring
76 former officers Sherry Luft and
Dick Bush. Rounding out the
panel were veteran members Roy
and Betty Armstrong. From the
discussion we learned that one
must be aware of hospital restric-
tions when it comes to the use of
certain props like balloons or food
hut performing for hospital resi-
dents can be rewarding for both the
enteftajner and those being enter-
tained. lf such performing is of in-
terest to a magician, he or she
should contact the volunteer of-
fic€s of hospitals, be they for chil-
dren, psychiatric, orthopedic or
whatever's out there.

After a brief break, our regular
meeting opened with the an-
nouncement of many innovative
items the new board has come up
with to make the meetings more
interesting. lt began with Gary's
introduction of a new feature called
Pass the Mat in which, once a
month, one of the board members
will open the meeting with a perfor-
mance. Doesn't sound too tough,
right? Well, let's not forget that lots
of us aren't professionals and this
is the board's way of encouraging
others to perform. By way of intro-
duction, Gary showed us a pretty
slick routine of Harry Lorayne's
"Four Coins Across" then passed
the mat to Membership Vice Presi-

dent Tom La Chance. Tom will
have a month to prep. With that,
Gary had Tom present Ring 76
Membership certiflcates to audi-
tioners Myron Joseph and Sumit
Dua and Official lnternational
Brotherhood of Magicians Mem-
bership certificates and prns to
Paul Thomey, Gabe Travers and
David Ebert

AfteMards, Gary offered a brief
announcement regarding the pos-
sibility of a new meeting sile. Sev-
eral members offered enough posi-
tive response that further research
viill be conducted by the board.
Also, it was announced that three
new award categories will be hon-
ored at the next installation ban-
quet - Entertainer of the Year
(delermined on a monthly accumu-
lated vote), Best Close-Up Perfor-
mance and Best Stand-Up Perfor

(Continued on page 7)
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About Ring 76...

Members must be at least
12 years old
Non-members may attend
three Ring 76 meetings at
no charge (except for spe-
cial events)
Local dues are $20 per year
(under 18 years is $10)
Membership in the IBM in-
ternational organization is
required. IBM dues are $40
the first year. You will then
receive "The Linking Ring"
magazine, one of magic's
best publications.
Prospective members are
required to perform a five-
minute magic audition at a
Ring 76 meeting.
Ring 76 members receive
the monthly MagiCurrents
newsletter and may attend
all monthly meetings at no
charge.



by Don Soul, secretary

The board met at Dick and
Julie Dale's home and was at-
tended by Gary SchwarEwald,
Tom Kasner, Don Soul, Tom
La Chance and Jeff Marcus.
First on the agenda was the
selec'tion of a lecturer for Octo-
ber. Dick has been in contact
with Christopher Hart, well-
known for his excellent Zombie
routine. Don Soul has contacted
Bob Markwood who is also
ready to give a talk. Depending
on circumstances, one or the
other will be our guest for the
October meeting. The lecture
will be free to members and 51O
to non-members.

Next, future Ring 76 meetings
held at Patches Sports Bar and
Grill will most likely occur based
on membership enthusiasm. lt
is hoped as many members as
possible attend this month's
meeting for accurate feedback.

Tom Kasner supplied the board
with an uFto-the-minute mem-
bership/mailing list whereupon it
was suggested that a Ring di-
rectory be made available to all
members. Citing the possibility
that some members may not
wish to be listed, it was mo-
tioned that an announcement to
that effect shall appear in the
newsletter.

l.B.M. literature and Rlng 76 ap-
plications have been accumu-
lated for distribution to Brad
Burt's magic shop. Tom La
Chance will handle the chores.

Julie Dale then gave a kea-
sureds report, stating that the
account contains over 91,200.
Our future meeting agenda was
then discussed as as Gary
Schwartzwald reviewed theme

plans from this point through
February. Upcoming meetings
will include a video teach-in, col-
lecto/s corner, a pot luck Christ
mas party with entertainment
provided by the membership,
paper magic and our close-up
competition in January.

Day of Magic, or Magic Heritage
Day as it has been called, was
reviewed and the board fell that
if any interest in propagating this
venture is desired someone
must step forward in a leader-
ship capacity, since the board is
incapable of doing so due to
various personal commitments.
It was also determined that such
event would occur in a month
other than October since there
is not enough time to assemble
it adequately. The subject will be
brought up to the membership
during the September general
meeting.

Ring 76 has a chance to be-
come recognized by the l.B.M.
as an outstanding Ring, the de-
tails of which were brought up
by Dick. lt was agreed that we
should pursue this oppodunity.
Also determined is that the
board should at all times main-
tain the Ring library to which
Tom Kasner volunteered lo as-
sume responsibility.

ln view of the fact that video
teach-ins are a welcomed pre-
meeting fare, the board autho-
rized the purchase of video
equipment and Tom K. will shop
for same.

With no funher business pend-
ing, the board adjourned.

F.QE5.
scoRF 8t0

Last month, on August 1sth,
marked the debut stage perfor-
mance of the junior magician's
group A.C.E.S. and it was stun-
ning. Under the direction of Rick
Bruce, these talented entertainers
gave the audience almost two
hours of non-stop magic, be it on
stage or in the lobby.

ln Act I, the cast was summoned by
rather ominous beings whereupon
Rick appeared and introduced a
Big Surprise, which was held by an
audience member throughout the
show. Next, Rick performed Lee
Earle's Manila Miracle/Bank Night
routine follo\,/ed by the yenerable

Gypsy Thread, only this time with a
twist; it was set to music. Great!

Aethan Friday was up next with a
version of Twisting the Aces called
Waving a Classic and Rick re-
turned doing Eugene Bergefs ver-
sion of Ashes - on - the - palm.

Youngster Leon Bennett took cen-
ter stage with a mentalist bit called
Star Turn which would have made
Kreskin envious. To close Act l,

Russian magi Misha created a
floating paper rose for one lucky
female spectator then magically
changed it into a real rose.

During the intermission, several
members of the cast performed
close-up stuff in the lobby. Talk

(Contirued on page 5)
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TIPE,,,,,?AII{
"Mental Masterpieces,,

by Larry Becker

Larry's second tape has some very
exciting happenings that bring oul the
depth of his performing experience. As
in the first edition, he is assisled by his
lovety Wfe, April.

"H. c. Wetts' Time lvlachine, begins
wilh an audience member invited to
the stage. The helper is askod to
merely think of any year in this millen_
nium. There is no force involved here.
The participant then handles a Brilish
penny which they place inlo an enve,
lope ihen seal. The thought-of year is
then noted cn a label on the back of
lhe envelope oul of the performe/s
view. The envelope is held between
the spectatois palms which represenl
the time machine. Following a bit of
by-play, the envelope is tom open to
reveal a transformation oi the copper
coin to a pirates' silver doubloon. Larry
rdunt;fies il as being minied in the ,,ear
1631. The spectator then affirms that
the thoughr-of year is incjeeo-1631.

"Out Of Body'' is, as slrong a mental
effecl as can be produced with nolhing
more than 52 regular playing cards and
the card box. Strong words you say,
well see whet you think. A deck is
produced, taken out of the box and
grven an overhand shuffle. As the per-
formels back is tumed, the spectator
freely cuts the deck and completes the
cut. This action may be repeated. The
card which was cut lo is noted, re-
placed and the cards are relumed to
the box and the flap is closed. The
performer secures lhe box with two
rubber bands and it is held belween
the palms of the speclator. The men-
talist then creates an ,,out of body'
expenence for five seconds. He then
proceeds to divine the identity of the
cut-to card. By the way, the helper is
not a confederate. Friends, properly
presented, this stunnerwill bring gasps
to your audience. No pre-show work,
just good ecting required during the
performance.Umm..um.

"Casino Royale' finds the mentalist
setting the stage with an imaginary trip
to Las Vegas. A goblel full of different
colored casino chips is displayed as a
spectator is asked to join you on-stage.
Several chips are noled in the goblet
and it is handed to the spectator to
shake up to mix the contents. The
helper now closes their eyes and se-
lecls one anyl,vhere in the vessel and
upon request places it in their pocket
unseen by anyone. An amount of
money to be wagered is determined
next by the spectator cutting a number
of bills at random, placing them into an
envelope and sealing it. The helper
finally selects t^ro cards, one face up
and the other face down. The seleclion
of ihe cards is handled entjrely by th6
speclator counting cards unt,l the deed
is done. Cfhe force is as diabolical as
lhey come.) The two selections are
placed in the gentleman,s--in this
case--outside breast pocket for all to
see. A prediction having been in full
view from the start is opeoed and the
spectator is invited to read along with
you. Eacn event, the castno to be vis-
iled, the amount to be wagered, and
the outcome of the game has been
forelold. Lany comments in the expla-
nation section thal if you don,t get a
standing ovation 3fter sll this, I give upl

Larrys nexl offering is enti ed
"Kolossal Kjller lll." Larry asks a spec-
tator tojoin him on stage and to be
prepared to commit ''legal arson." The
helper is requested to imagine buming
the black or the red cards. The answer
is the black ones, so a small piece of
flash paper is ignited. The spectator is
then asked to select the hearts or the
diamonds for destruction: responding
the diamonds, another bit of flash pa-
per is bumed. Lany lakes advantage of
a small lack of following requests when
the helper lazily drops hjs hanCs in
fron! of him when asked to hold the
"invisible cards'up to his face and
merely think of one. Lanys comment is
thai one card has been inadverten y
allowed to fall to the floor. ,please

don'i wony beceuse we are now going

to incinerate the cards left in your
hand." One last bit of flash paper_
poof. The helper ts now asked io name
the card that was dropped accidentally.
So stating the five of hearts, Larry now
opens the wallet to djsplay a six of
hearts, just one card off. Now comes
the KILLER part. Noting that the cards
are off by one, he calmly turns the six
overto reveal a prediction . . . l predicl
that even though your card and mine
are lhe same color and suit, the values
will be off by one! The equrvoque in
this piece is absolutely wonderful.
Folks, in your observe,,s opinion this is
a three thumbs up!!l

The next item on the iape is enti ed
'Clearly Predictabte." A bit of pre-show
work js involved in having a spectator
seleci a classifled ad and marking a bill
out of their wallel or purse. They will
also be asked to bring a sealed enve-
lope to the stage along with the bill. A
prediction scenario is posed and the
pre-show spectator invited onstage. A
see-through plastic bag is displayed
with a newspaper inside. The sealed
envelope is nexl placed tn the bag in
front of ihe newspaper. A card is se-
lected by an aud,ence member and
placed face down in the ctear bag
along with the paper and the sealed
prediclion The b,ll signed by the spec-
tator is then handed to the performer
and it too is put in the bag. The bag is
now opened and the newspaper re-
moved. The selected card is now visi-
ble and the paper is opened to show a
large six of spades printed inside
matching the identity of the card. The
paper is further opened to show the ad
that was circled earlier and it, along
wilh the signature is authenticated by
lhe spectalor. The sealed envelope is
now removed and a second person
comes up to read the ad. The first
helper reads a prediction from the en-
velope and the second person verjfies
lhis to read exactly the same. Finally,
the second helper reads one more
prediction from the envelope and it
tums oul to be the serial number of the
bill that was marked earlier.

"Calendar Caper and A Cul Above" is a
personalized onstage birthday greeting
to an audience participant. The helper
is asked to simpty think of their birth-
monlh. While lhe performeis back is

(Contirued on page 7)
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about hard workersl Act ll opened
with a fever-pitched, spectacular
special effects number and one
which shouldn't be torgotten by
anyone in attendance. lt was called
Nightdreams/Nightmares and it is
beyond description except to say
thai the juggling talents of Josh
Hall are so far beyond most
hackefs abilities, such as this au-
thor, that it leaves you breathless.

Next was something called the
Trans-Atlantic Experiment. an on-
the-level (and expensive) long dis-
tance call made to A.C.E.S. mem-
ber Ronen Gradwohl in lsrael. Al-
though temporarily out of the coun-
try, he still wanted to be part of the
show and, with the aid of someone
in the audience wth extremely ca-
pable ESP powers, Ronen pro-
ceeded to divine information as
though he were right there in La
Mesa on stage. Misha returned

Skipper Fretnk demo stftttes his tev,
product, Spunly Spooky Spoors.

The Dr. Dale hypnosis show was a big hit!
Achnlb,, this is lrom the Augttst pre-meeting panel discussion on hospital magtc.
From l. to. r., Eric Hansen, Debbie Honsen, Sherry Lufi, Dick Dale, Belty Arm-

slrong, Roy ,4rmslrong and Dick Bush presented inlo. on entertainig at iosprrals.

with his trusly inlerpreter Rodney
Reyes and gave the crowd some
hilarious ccn'leCy rvhich .,1,e, at Ring
76, all had a chance to see at the
swap meet meeting last April.

Several members of the cast then
joined on stage to attempt to gross
out the audience with Needle-
Through-Arm and other illusions. lt

worked. Also included was a great
illusion in which one performer en-
tered a box after which she was
skewered by two large tubes and
various swords. (Has anyone
heard from her lately?). And in ihe
final performance of the evening,
Josh Hall encored with a great
music€l pantomime routine exhibit-
ing many of the classic effects
which made people like Lance Bur-
ton and David Copperfleld stars.
Title of his appearance; A Class
Act. What else?

lf you were noi one of the lucky flve
Ring 76 members and their families
who YJere at ihe Lampiight Theatei
that night, you were left out of
something terrific and if you ever
hear of another A.C.E.S. siage per-
formance elsewhere, you'd better
not miss it.

_DS
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Patches Sports
Bar & Grill

5215
Adobe Falls Rd.

o
l-arge sign can
be Seen from

Rmd
of{amp

No, don't go to Francis parker school.
Join the crowd at Patches Sports Bar & Crill.

How 'bout a safari to the Magic Castle in Holly_
wood? Anyone interested? There are enough
Castle member,s in Ring ?6 to bring in as many
Ring gruests as we want. If you,ve nlver been
there you're missing',the adult Disneyland for
mag-icians"-and it's a chance to 

"e. 
*iry,o

many Ringers have joined. This isn,t a iecruit_
ment campaigm for the Castle. Instead, it,s what
would be h full 6vening of fun and excitement in
the company of fellow magic lovers. Make it
knownto any board member at the meeting or
otherwise and we'll get something together.

Ring 76 Online
hfi pl/www,, ebs m a tt cofi,/ ri n 97 6

Sponsors:
SEA/VKEYS
WEBSMART

Ring 76 Web Page sponsors

SuppotT Ring 76 and get a
web page, too. Conlact
Greg Wauson at (61q16e
5654 for delails.
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mance, -€ach contest held as the
monthly meeiing for January and
June, respectively. Past-President
Rick Bruce then took the floor to
announce that his youth group,
A-C.E.S., will present their first
stage performance August 156. A
full report on the event will be of-
fered later.

Official business out of the way, it
was time to proceed to the
evening's theme "Linking Ring
magic." Eight members turned into
performers this night presenting ef-
fects gleaned from the pages of the
l.B.M.'s monthly journal. Entertain-
ment Vice President Dick Dale
started things off with something
he found in the September, '92
issue. He told us of his uncle,
Ebenezer Tate, and the compass
he invenled but I hesitate to report
any further on the state of Mr. Tate
for I might misstate and cause a
debate. Gabe Travers stepped up
next with a nice combination of two
effects from the November, '95 is-
sue - ''Utility Beating Heart Bill' and
"Message Balloon, after doing a
card force. Creativity and youth go
hand in hand. Good job, Gabe. Our
next performer was Past-President
Greg Wauson with a mentalism
effect "Thanks to Fibonacci ll" from
the June, '97 issue. The workings
of this puzzle are based on mathe-
matics and the outcome is baffling.
Read that onej Secretary Don
Soul took the stage next to demon-
strate Tony Griffith's "Datacard"
from the August, '97 issue. This
one is a novel presentation of
Brainwave using a regular deck of
cards and rt worksl Sumit Dua
hasn't received the Linking Ring,
having just become a new member,
but he did entertain us with
"Twisting the Aces' and ,Slap
Card". Myron Joseph followed
Sumrt s rourrne wirh Al Thatcheds
"Thot Spelling" from Tom Craven's
column in the November, '96 issue,
having the spectator spell the
name of his card from a well-
buried, mentally-selected card,
Skipper Frank Herman, who once

had his own One-Man Parade in
the Linking Ring, took the spottight
next and showed us his latest item
heading for the market 'Spunky
Spooky Spoons". Without reveal-
ing too much, they live up to their
name The last performers were
Roy and Betty Armsrrong with a
delightFul presentation of Harries
Super De Luxe Parasol Mystery set
to music. ln a vague way, it is
Linking Ring magic since Roy had
purchased it from an ad more than
forty years ago!

(Continued lro page 4)
turned, the participant places a number
of cards from a well shuffled deck in
the box corresponding to their month of
birth. Twelve addiiional cards are
counted into their hand and a predic-
tion is produced. lt reads: ,,1, Larry
Becke[ predict on this date a member
of lhe audience, bom in the month of
April will subsequently select his lucky
card, the two of ctubs." The helpels
birth month is Aprii. The spectator then
counts four cards into the performe/s
hand, the fourth card being the two of
clubs. No pre-show work here sporls
fans.

The tape's final presentation show-
cases an effect whose older brother
"Flashback" has been in my kit for
years. Having seen Al Cohen in Wash-
ington, D.C. demonstrate it, lhad to
have one. lt is a great walk-around
effect lhat can be repeated if need be.
This, in your scribes' opinion, the best
all-around book test in the business,
bar none! Your writer has been per-
forming lhis piece for over a year and
as other effects claim to deliver
"commercial results," this one really
does.

Friends, I suppose it's fair to say that
your scribe js a Larry Becker fan, but
please check this video out.

As always, lhanks for lislening

IalG lallr

Comedy magic is fea-
tured at the September
8th meeting this month.
We're hoping to see
some funny bits from all
the members. (Remem-
ber our Christmas party
and Bob Prior's wonder-
ful Snake-in{he-Basket
routine? That should be
inspiration for you.)

Hey, you don't have to be
the Amazing Jonathan
here, just figure out a pre-
sentation from a comeciic
point of view.

Dick Dale will offer a rope
and string teach-in as our
pre-meeting kicks off the
evening. lf it's possible
for you to bring a couple
of feet of string and cot-
ton rope it would help.

And don't forget, we meet
at Patches Sports Bar
and Grill, 5215 Adobe
Falls Rd. at 6:30 pm. Thb
map is'on page six. Go-
ing east or west on Inter-
state 8, take-.the Waring
road off-ramp and turn
right at the first street -
that's at the Howard
Johnson's. A little further
down the road will be
Patches.

Month'his
M eeling
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