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On January 12th, 38 of us saw
one of the best nights of magic
that could be found anywhere.
The close-up contest was a
great success because of the
Ring 76 members that chose to
give it a try. Congratulations to
the 11 performers. You each did
a great job and I can't wait to
see you (and some new contes-
tants) at the stand-up contest in
June. The only bad news is that
we'll all have to wait until the
July installation event to find out
who the top vote getter is. lt
really was an evening of great
magic, style and humor. There
is a lot more magic on its way to
San Diego. Our next Ring 76
meeting is a Paul Green lecture
on February 9th, on February
5th Craig Stone is hosting a
Martin Nash lecture, and on
March sth the East County
Magic Club (contact Dick Dale)
is hosting a Danny Archer lec-
ture. That should keep you inter-
ested and learning for a while.
Believe it or not, there is more
on the way.

Please contact Rick Bruce if you
can help with the Ring 76 public
show. Rick has been kind
enough to volunteer to organize
the show as a very much

needed fundraiser for the Ring.
We are lucky that Rick is so
giving and has a short memory.
Please participate, it should be
fun and will really help the Ring
76 bank account. lf you know
people who are interested in
magic let them know about Ring
76 and our upcoming events. I

hope you're enjoying the Ring. lf
you are, let me know, if you're
not, let one of the other board
members know. Seriously, we
are working to make it a good
ring for the membership and if
you have input of any kind,
please talk to us.

See you February 9th for the
Paul Green lecture. Have fun.

Wov t

February 5th at 7 pm Martin Nash
will be in town for a lecture. Craig
Stone is the sponsor. Contact him
at Brad Burt's for details.

r
A&E cable channel plans to rerun
the Biography on Harry Houdini.
And on February 11th, PBS witl air
The Art of Magic. Consult your TV
listings for times.

I
March Sih a lecture by Danny
Archer will be presented at El Ca-
jon High School.

I
And let's not forgei, the l.B.M. con-
vention will be held July 1st
through the 4th in Century City,
L.A. Please plan on attending.
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l.B.M. Ring 76

The usual pr+-meeting was set aside

this evening to allow for enough time

as our eagerly-anlicipated Close-Up
Contest gamered a whoPPing 11 con-

testantsl Open to all members of Ring

76, it was indeed gratifying to see the

response. Leading off was mentalist
Rick Bruce who gave us a matching

card prediction, a signed (on the back)

card location in a fac+'up pile and his

now famous GYPsY Thread routine.
Next up was recentlY-honored IBM

member Jeff Smith who delighted us

with a card prediction using a decora-
tive scarf, a candY machine ala Pea
Can and a stunning signed-card-in-
candy tin that still has us scratching
our heads. The third contestant was

Sumit Dua decked out in a tux, no

lessl He performed Mental Photogra-
phy, an invisible deck '!our card" ef-

fect, Twisting the Aces, the wonderful
Guy Holtingworth tom and restored
signeO card (he's really improving with
that one) and a selected card in a
sealed enveloPe.

Gabe Travers, our 13 Year old boY

wonder, gave a brilliant and flawless
performance as he retrieved ProPs
from his treasure box to show us a coin
transposition, a selected card which
left an impression on the handkerchief
ihe deck was wraPPed in and a great

presentation of a quarter to Bahama
coin switch inside a coin envelope-
Following that was last year's presi-

dent Greg Wauson who did a nice
copper/silver transposition, a $1-$5
swindle, dollar bitl pen penetration and

Dan Harlan's Cardloon. The sixth per-

former was Gary Oismukes who re-

versed a selected card in the deck very
cleanly then followed with a single-card
duplicated four times ala Mental Pho-

tography only to display the rest of the
blank-faced deck as having 52 entirely
different backs!

Next up card sharP Bill Monroe gave

us Ambitious Aces while dealing the
perfect hand at any of four positions.

He foltowed with a unique twist on

Tony Griffith's Pokerdem (Linking Ring'

Aug. '97), a Presentation I hoPe he

allows some of us to steal. Bafflin' Bill

C,ody (Loch David Crane) took center
stage next and had two members of
the audience helP divine a famous

RinU 16 lanuarY tlleeting
historical character from the late
1800's whose names were written on a

cowhide. He followed this with a three-
stack card coincidence prediction

match. The next entertainer was Tom
Schmidt who slammed coin afler coin
through the table withoul leaving any
holes. No, it wasn't a gimmicked card

table. He then presented his own cre'
ation Melt Down and followed by bring-

ing out his secret assistant (a trained

Rea; wno located a selected card from

under a handkerchief. This was fol-

lowed by a jumping card routine and a

smooth card Color SeParation-

Paul Thomey, who keePs getting bet-

ter and better (if that's possible) as
time progresses, was our 10'n contes-

tant. Jack the Ripper was his theme as
he did a knife penetration through a

handkerchief then foltowed with a

spectator selecting a card only to flnd
its corner torn in the deck later. lt was,
of course, the Jack. Finally, budding

star Misha Osinovskiy (don't forget
that name) showed us how he hangs
coins invisibly in mid-air, finds a se-
lected card under a scarf (maybe the
flea was slill on the table) and closed

tContinued on Page 5)

About Ring 76...

Members must be at least
12 vears old
Nofi-members may attend
three Ring 76 me6lings at
no charge (except tor spe-
cialevents)
Local dues are $20 Per Year
(under 18 vears is $10)
Membership in the IBM in-
ternational' orqanization is
reouired. IBM Eues are $40
thei first vear. You will then
receive nThe Linking Ri!'lg"
maoazine, one of magic's
besl oublications.
Prosbective members are
reouiied to Perform a five-
minute magic audition at a
Rino 76 meetinq.
Rin6 76 membe-rs receive
the -monthlv MaoiCu rrents
newsletter and ilrav attend
all monthly meetinls at no
charge.

1997 Board of Directors

;ary Schwartzwald - President
135 Haas Street

19) 697-9468

om La Chance - MembershiP VP

Cajon, CA 92020
19) 441-3747

k Dale - Entertainment VP

Cajon, CA 92424
19) 562-7379

7 Nielsen Street

Diego, CA92129-3223
e) 4e/.3492
(619) 484-4832

om l(asner - Sergeant-At-Arms
12859 Calle De Las Rosas

Diego, CA92129-3014

Wauson - Past-President
11007 Red Robin Place

Diego, CA 92126

Monroe - Member-at-Large

'emecula, CA 92592-67 A2

UBSCRI PTIaNS b MagiCunents
10 per year for out of the atea rr

I BERSH I P QUESIIOI/S sh o u ld
to the club tnasurer,Julie Dale.
76 members must be members
standing with the lnterna
rfiood of Magicians.

MagiCunents is published
Ring 76. All rights rcserued.
contibutions should be sent to:

agiCurrents
10068 Branford Road

Diego, CA 92129
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Tap left, cloclcwise: Rick Bruce, Jeff
Smith, Gabe Travers, Gary

Dismukes,Loch Dovid Crane, Misha
Osinovskiy, Paul Thomey, Tom

Schmidt, Bill Monroe and Sumit Dua.
Center: Gug Wauson. All did a bang
up job entertaining andtyingfor the
coveted Close Up Competition (Mard
to be presented at this yeu's fficer

installation banquet in July.
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Tape Talk
by Bill King

"Gard Shark"
by Danrin Ortiz

Darwin's work on cards in "The Anno-
tated Erdnase" published in 1991 intro-
duced your scribe to the wonderful
view he has of this medium of our craft.
Ever the technician of high standards,
he presents seven effects on this
video. Some of the material requires
some knuckle-busting, but the bulk is
within reach of most of us-

The "One-Handed Poker Deal" is the
most technically demanding piece of
the tot. His premise is the notion that a
friend once commented that the only
way he would play cards with Darwin is
that he had one hand tied behind his
back. He then demonstrates a one-
handed riflle shuffle, cut and deal of
poker for two. The shuffle, in actuality
a faro shuffle, is the most difficult part
of the routine and will take some prac-
tice. The result is a very impressive
sight. The cut is the standard Chartier
Pass or cut if you will. The deal is a
striking way to tum the cards over and
attributed to Oriental blackjack dealers.
Alternately, Darwin uses the Neil Ellias
cut which is more difficult to my eye
than the Charlier.

'The Psychotronic Card" is an effect
developed by Darwin for British televi-
sion. The major requirement was to be
able to show a slow-motion series of
frames and not give away the sleights
needed to perform the little miracle.
The four kings from a blue back deck
are placed on the table face up and the
balance replaced in the box. A red
back deck is produced and a single
card is tumed face down in the center
of the face up spread. The red cards
are peeled off one at a time still face up
until the spectator finds one that they
like. The card is signed on the face
and laid face down on the table. The
four blue kings are picked up and the
signed seleclion is placed among
them. The selection then vanishes
cleanly from the packet. lt is then
revealed in the center of the red deck
as the card that had been originally
tumed face down. Compeers, if you
are not completely blown away by ihe
disappearance of the selection from
the four card packet, then you, unlike
most of us have truly seen it all!

"Four to One" is a very straight fonvard
card(s) transposition. The Ace of
Spades is placed face down on the
table. The four Kings are now carefully
pul on the table and the speclator
places their hand over them. The
single Ace is touched by the wonder
worker and spread into four (you
guessed it ) Kings and the four Kings
covered by the helpeis hand a mo-
ment ago have been changed into the
Ace of Spades. A neat bit of business
that requires a double lift, an Elmsley
Count and a slick secret ingredient. No
cookbook this--you'll just have lo check
out the tape for yourself.

"The Unholy Three", even lhough l'm
noi too thrilled with the title, is a snazzy
transposition of three selected cards
that jump from one place to another.
Three helpers are asked to pick a card
and place their initials on the back of
three red back cards. These are then
placed in three different pads of the
red deck and a spectator covers it with
their hand. The wonder worker then
cuts a blue deck ln three places to
reveal the three selected cards face
up. The finale' is when the three cards
trom the blue deck are tumed over to
show that these are indeed the original
red back selections, initials and all I

"Museum Piece" involves a delightful
story about a tour Darwin made of a
Spanish playing card compant's manu-
facturing facility. As a souvenir of his
visit he was given a deck of cards that
had not yet been printed, thus they
were blank on both sides. A spectator
is asked to select any four of these
blank cards and check them out on
both sides. The performer then pro-
ceeds to show that the four selections
have faces and backs. To top the
piece off, you can then show the cards
to have transformed back to the blank
condition giving the blanks to the
helper as a memento of the occasion.
A Marlo drop move and a clever
method of tuming the deck over in one
hand called "The Flop" are techniques
utilized here that are worthy of your
examination.

"The Cross" is a expos6 of card cheats
thet starts wilh dealing the four kings
onto the table face up. They are
openly stacked face up in a face down
deck and dealt by the cardician with
each king coming into his hand one at
a time and then tumed face downward.
The transformation occurs as the four
cards dealt to the player across from
the performer are now the four kings

seen just a moment ago in the dealers
hand. The big surprise hits as the
wonder worker tums his hand over to
reveal the four ACESI

To conclude the session, maestro Ortiz
presents a vignette entitled 'The
Showdown." A young card shark
seeks out the old master card shark
and challenges him to a demonstration
of his ability. The stakes are set at the
young man's new Cadillac El Dorado
against the old man's enlire bank hold-
ing. The old hustler brags that he can
take a shuffled deck and cut without
hesitation to four of a kind. The four
queens are laid on the table face up
and to prevent any switches, they are
signed on their faces, two each by two
bystanders. The old card shark pro-
ceeds in cutting to three of the queens
turning them face down in front of him.
But when the fourth cut card is tumed
over it is a two of spades. Bummer for
the old guy, he loses! However, before
the youngster can grab his prize, the
otd master reminds him that he
bragged to cut to four of a kind--which
four of a kind wasn'l mentioned. The
old man then tums the three face down
cards to show the they are the three
mates to the two of spades. To top
that as a finish, he has previously laid
a waltet under one spectatofs hand
and a key case under the second
helpeds palm. The old guy then rubs
salt in the wound by producing the first
two signed queens from his two pants
pockets. To add insult to injury, the
final two signed queens are revealed in
the zippered compartment of the wallet
and the inside of the key case. Card To
Wallet is one of my favorite effects and
Darwin certainly incorporates this mar-
vel into the routine in a nifly manner.

There is a sameness about many of
the pieces on this tape with lots of
transpositions , but the nice nanatives
that go with them plus the techniques
involved makes this video good mate-
rial for card workers.

As always, thanks for listening

Bilt
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by Don Sutl, secretary

The board meeting was held at
Gary Schwartz,vald's home on Jan-
uary 26th. Attending were Dick and
Julie Dale, Tom La Chance, Don
Soul and Gary. The meeting
opened with a discussion of the
Close-Up Contest at which time it
was agreed that a second and third
place award should go to runners-
up at the July installation banquet.

New business was covered next.
Because of a small budget the
newsletter shall remain at from four
to six pages. As a result, the board
decided to discontinue features
such as Tape Talk due to lack of
space. Next, it was decided that
club dues should remain at
$2Olyear when dues are to be re-
newed in April. This will help re-
build the treasury.

A review of future meeting themes
was tackled next. The March meet-
ing will consist of a pre-meeting
swap meet and a fundraising
Goodwill aution. The April meeting
is set to include a surprising and
valuable event members should
not miss. The theme is to be

A site for the installatron banquet
was next on the agenda. Larger
facilities used in the past such as
Villani's were rejected due to cost.
The board therefore intends to pur-
sue smaller venues such as the
Casa Picante restaurant, the El
Cajon community center, the Le-
gion Hall and Jack White's busi-
ness facility. Should such facility
lack a food preparation area, the
party will be catered.

The teasurer reported funds of
$675.25. With no further business
to dicsuss, the meeting was ad-
journed.

I[is ]lcnth'r ]leeting Ring 76 Online

http t/www.we bsm a ft c o m/ ri n 97 6

Sponsors:
SETA' KEYS - WEBSMART

Support Ring 76 and get a
web page, too. Contact
Greg Wauson at (619)566-
5654 for details.
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WHSRE,S THE LA HESA
A},IEBICAN LEGION HALL?

It's located south of the Interstate 8
freeway. Heading east of l-15, take
the Spring St. exit and bear right. Go
to the end and you'll be right there in
the parking lot! Heading west of l-125,
take the El Cajon Blvd. exit, turn left
at Baltimore and go past El Cajon
Blvd. The Hallwill be on the left. Make
a U{urn at Spring St. and enter the
parking lot just past the hall.I

This month's meetinq features a I IoIJU"ru'u' I

teciure by paut Greenl paui is one I tSeAnt KEyS - WEBSMART 
I
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magic, why not let them I by dropping a nzor blade into a deck
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7:00 pm American Legion Hall - La Mesa
theme: Lecturer Paul Green

7:00 pm Board meeting
Tom La Chance's home

6:30 pm American Legion Hall - La Mesa
theme: Goodwill auctionllundraiser
prefieeting: Swap meet

7:00 pm Board Meeting
Tom La Chance's home

6:30 pm American Legion Hall
theme: Bag Nite l! Area Erda
pre{neetng: A sp€cial 1+ourevent
you won't want to miss!

7:0o pm Board meeting 72 ATdYNYE

Don Soul's home
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lilhat's llr[[ening
February I

Febtuary 23

March 16

March 23

April 13

At the Magic Castle
FcbM 16 - 22

CI,OSE-UP GAIIERY
&riy -7:30 - 8:I-9:S

A|hr Hrvda
bE-lofl-)l:rc-l2:lO

Drvitl Avdec

PAru-OUX,
Ha - 7i{t-a:45 -g:9
?L.n&eid

h- lA1S.11:g-l:15
Gcr4rT.-

?TLACEdMYSTERY
E:30-lorm-!l'15

A@ I8l&lch
krry Wiben & Co

CIOSE.IIP CALI.ERY
tul -7:4 -a3o-9n

RPdlWils
b- lO:10 - I I:$ - l2 $

Fcfr.ldo XeF

PARLOI]TR
E4 -7:$-A:15 -99

AEaf lsye
14- Bfi- t Iitt- tllt

tHC.e

"AL{C?of 
llf"llTf,ItY

E:rc-lm- ll.l5
Bilt Mccool

Ed Ab@ & Co

CI,OSE.UP GALLENY
Fsly - 7:{ -8:lO - 9-30

D.vid n gd
k-10:4-ll:10- l2:l0

J.fi hm€r

PAf,I'UR
Edy- 7:r5 -&{5 - 9.10

i{8t.8*n
k-H15'lLlJ-l:rri

Eilr&Idaep

PALACS oaSYSTEfX
8rl0 - 106- ll:15

Wbit Hrydr
ChrirtopLr II.n

Jmr Eyac

Lectures
(for magicirn nmbtn oni.v)
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