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MENTnI-TSM AND MENTAL
MAGIC IS OUR MEETING
THEME FOR NOVEPTECN
9Tn. IT YOU HAVE AN ABIL.
rrY To READ MINDS (lno
wHo DoEsN'T?), cgr our
YOUR IMPRESSION PADS,
SWAMI GIMMICKS AND
TArtOT DECKS AND LET'S
HAVE SOME FUN.

YOU,LL LEARN GREAT
\,VAYS TO PROYIDE IM-
PROMPTU MAGIC FROM
OUFI PRE.MEETING TEACH-
IN ON RUBBER BANDS
STARTTNG er 6:3O. So ee
rHEneI THE AMERICAN
LSCION POST IS AT THE
CORNER OF SPRINC 5T.
aNo UtqtveRstrY A,ve. lN
LA MESA.

Our next meeting theme is men-
talism and mental magic. lf you
had a feeling that was the
theme, then you should defi-
nitely perform. If you weren't
sure, you need the praclice, so
go ahead and let Dick Dale
know you'll be performing at the
meeting. Also contact Dick if
you are interested in performing
at the Holiday Potluck Show.
Remember the Close-up Con-
test is January 11th. Last year
we had 11 great performers and
a night to remember. You know
you're tempted, so practice,
take a deep breath and sign up.

You'll be glad you did. See you

(on time) at the November
meeting for a rubber band
teach-in.

V*s t

by Gary Schwqrtzwald

l'm writing this in the middle of
Magic Week. Although we are
not having a Magic Day at the
Villa-type event, we are getting
Ring 76 recognized by our local
community. We have Proclama-
tions from the cities of La Mesa
and El Cajon and the San Diego
County Board of Supervisors.
Dick Dale arranged for the
Proclamations and performed
for both the El Cajon City Coun-
cil and the County Board of Su-
pervisors. Dick deserves the
credit and a great deal of grati-
tude for making time to help
Ring 76 receive this recognition.

Along the lines of thank you's.,.
Thank you to Mike Stilwell for
connecting Ring 76 with Sweel
water Elementary PTA for our
September public show and for
this concept that we hope to
pursue. lt brought pleasure to
the audience, helped our trea-
sury, and gave Ring 76 magi-
cians exposure and practice.
Also thank you to Paul Thomey
for arranging the performers
and the show. And of course
another thank you to the per-
formers and stage hands that
made the show successful.
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l.B.M. Ring 76

by Don Soul, secretory

The pre-meeting this month con-
sisted of collector's magical props
brought in by Roy and Betty Arm-
strong, Tom La Chance, Dick
Dale and Jeff Marcus. Among the
assortment of antiques were pro-
duction boxes, a Humpty Dumpty
assembly, a beautifully-made
sucker die box, a rare Genii maga-
zine T-shirt, a cut-out silhouette of
Dai Vernon, the original Abbott lota
vase, Forgetful Freddie (wiih a
pumpkin head), a nice blooming
flowers device. Walsh vanishing
and appearing canes, the Zanab
fan deck, two versions of Coin of
the Realm and a large sized add-a-
number.

Ken Dear was then presented with
his official IBM membership certifi-
cate and his Ring 76 audition cer-
tificate. Vying for the audition cer-

tificate this evening was new mem-
ber Jacob Rheuban who did two
interesting card tricks - one of them
being a step-by-step instruclion list
to performing "my dad's magic
trick." That was a nice touch.

The rest of the evening was de-
voted to special guest, Aldo
Columbini, who headlined our
Dealer's Night. With the help of his
wife, Andie, he proceeded to
demonstrate no less than 32 ef-
fects currently being produced by
his company, Mamma Mia Magic.
relrhat a sensationa[ night of useful
and performance-tested material
which included Orbital, Pswer
Aces, Dice lt Up, the Shamrock
Cup (a future classic, in my opin-
ion), Ringing Around Too, Brain
Setl, The Yellow Rope, Blown
Away, Jumbo Coincidence (a great
split deck card trick), Fly Cards
(created a great many chuckles),

(Continued on Page 5)

1998 Board of Directors

Schwartzwald - President
135 Haas Street
rMesa, CA92042
19) 697-9468

om La Chance - Membership VP
7 Nila Lane

I Cajon, CA 92020
19) 441-3747

Dale - Entertainment VP
7 Nielsen Street

Cajon, CA 92020
19) s62-7379

ulie Dale - Treasurer
447 Nielsen Street
I Cajon, CA 92020
19) 562-7379

Soul - Secretary
0068 Branford Road

n Diego, C492129-3223
19) 484-3492

(619) 484-4832

Mauzy - Sergeant-At-Arms
.O. Box 1224

, cA 91903
19) 390-7494

Thomey - Member-at-Large
432 Caminito Carlotta

Diego, CA 92120
19) 582-s790

:UBSCRIPTIONS to MagiCunents
10 per year for out of the area n

MBERSHIP QUESfTOTS should
to the club trcasurcr,Julie Dale.
76 members must be members
standing with the lnternati,
rhood of Magicians.

MagiCurrcnts is published
Ring 76. All ights reserued.
contibutions should be sent la:

agiCurrents
10068 Bnnfod Road

Diego, CA 92129

by Don Soul, secretary

This month's meeting was at the
home of Dick and Julie Dale. Also
attending were Tom La Chance,
Don Soul, Paul Thomey. Gary
Schwartzwald and Ralph Mauzy.
The first item to be discussed was
actually a disptay of certificaies
which Dick Dale obtained from the
El Cajon Chamber of Commerce,
The City of San Diego and the
County as well - allthree @mmem-
orating Magic Week in October.
Dick's hard work was well received
by those governmental officials
and truly appreciated by the board.

A review of upcoming meeting
themes was next tackled with a
focus on the Christmas party. So

(Cantinued on page Si

Ring 76 October Meeting

Ring 76 Board Meeting
About Ring 76.,.

Members must be at least
12 vears old
Non-members mav attend
three Rino 76 meetinos at
no. chargd (except for-spe-
clal events)
Local dues are $20 per year
(under 18 vears is $10)
Membership in the lB'M in-
ternational' orqanization is
required. IBM -dues are $40
the first vear. You will then
receive nThe Linking Ring"
magazine, one of magic's
best oublications.
Prosbective members are
reouired to oerform a five-
minute maoh audition at a
Rino 76 mebtino.
Rind zo membeYrs receive
the inonthlv MaoiCunents
newsletter'and irav attend
all monthly meetin$s at no
charge.





Hoaming The Stneets of
$an Fr.ancisco

Paul Gerfirer chains straight-jacketed San Frutcisco street
performer Marcus Raymond infront of a large crowd.

At last month's meeting Aldo
Columbini hit the nail on the head
when he discussed his personal
views about the Masked Magician,
pointing out that here in America
anyone can walk into a magic shop
and buy material on any facet of
magical entertainment - unlike
Italy, for example, where magic
shops for the public do not exist.

The secrets Valentino has exposed
thus far in four shows are, for the
most part, antiquated and/or irn-
practical methods of perforrning
stage illusions. ls attendance drop-
ping off for Sigfried and Roy, David
Copperfield or Lance Burton as a
result? I doubt it. What he may
have done, though, is to peak irrter-
est in magic again, as he dec[ared,
unmasked, at the end of the show.

The complaint has always been
"He's not destroying the Copper-
fields or Burtons but the local magi-
cian, wfio invests hearrily in stage

Don Soul, lefi, chots with Pqul Gertner at o Fishermon's
Wharf restaurqnl in Ssn F-rancisco.

During a recent trip to San Francisco for the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics convention, your Ring
76 secretary/editor got a chance to visit with Paul
Gertner, Charles Greene lll and Anton Zellman, all
of whom were working in booths at the exhibit hall.
Just thought you might like to view a couple of pics
taken during that meeting. D. S.

Editorial Opinion by Don Soul

Open the pages of any rnonthly
magic magazine for the past year
and you'll find more than one men-
tion of the Masked Magician's ex-
ploits on Fox-TV. They range from
extremely irate outcries from magi-
cians, both professional and ama-
teur, to somewhat mild responses
from other contributors. Boycotts
are demanded of Fox and its
Masked Magician sponsors and
encouragement of letter writing
carnpaigns fill column after column
of publications like Linking Ring,
M-U-M, Genii and the Magic Castle
newsletter.

The Fox special which aired Thurs-
day night, October 29th, provided
yet more fuel to the fire, l'm sure,
but l'm beginning to side with the
camp that believes we should let
this dilemma run its course and
move on. (Obviously, l'll never be
part of Ken Star/s team).

props only to have thern exposd
by the Masked Magician thus ruin-
ing future bookings." Although I am
on the amateur level, I really can't
see that happening - if it is, let me
know. My question is, when local
magicians like Joe Mystic, Monty
Stratton, Michael Veinbergs, the
A.C.E.S. and others get bookings
to perform illusions at large events,
are the audiences going to walk
out because they've seen the Fox
specials? Are any magicians going
to be turned dowr by a prospective
client because the client 'knows
how it's done?" I don't think so. It's
still entertainment. That's what we
do and that's what everyone is
looking for, isn't it?

Quoting from a letter sent to M-U-M
rnagazine in Rfiarcfr, '98 by Kelry
Har{ep "...ttrere is a lesson to be
learned out of this, that of adapta-
tion and survival. Now they know
how to make a duck disappear. So
what do we do about it? Are we just
going to complain and rnoan and
whine? Or, do we adapt, renew,
and rethink old ways of doing what
we do?" Amen.
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October Meeting

(Conttnuedfrom page 2)

Shenanigan, Over the Rainbow,
the Swiss Pack, Blinder, Conetact,
Knots Knots, Tubes of Kioma (a
clever use of the old imp bottle
principle), a great Psychic Mystery
Watch (very reasonably priced),
the old stand by Troublewit and
Draw a Blank.

Aldo also showed us a few effects
from his books and videos: What's
Up Deck?, On the Ropes, Direci
Hits, Tight Rope, lmpact, Reaet,
Three Ring Clrcus video and the
Mamma Mia Rope video. Once
again, Mr. Columbini proved you
can't go wrong buying a product
with his name on it. Oh yes, and
Andie closed the evenino with Dan

(Codinuedfront page 2)

far, only Roy and Betty Arm-
strong are on the entertainers list
and it is hoped that other members
will desire to participate. lt was also
decided thai once again board
members will donate and prepare
an entree meat such as ham or
turkey. Pot luck food category des-
ignations will be gathered by the
board members as they make calls
nearer to party time.

Names of suggested magicians for
a Ring-sponsored leciure or two
next year were tossed out. Paul,
Don and Dick will pursue their con-
tacts.

Dick then suggested the Ring cre-
ate its own Preceedure and Policy
Manual for current as well as future
board members to use as a guide.
Don was given the task of scanning
and doing OCR of the IBM manual
Dick has obtained from Ring One
and to edit/customize it to our Ring.
Dick will also find out if such man-
ual is available on a computer file
to make editing easier.

Harlan's Hover Card. Fortunately
for Ring 76 members this night, all
we had to do was pick out our
favorites and lay down some cash.
The rest of you will have to run out
to your nearest magic shop and
grab a few of these goodies. With
that, Aldo and Andie, bags in hand,
were preparing to make a dash for
the airport to board a plane bound
for ltaly the next day. See you
soon, Aldo.

Ralph stated he is currently devel-
oping new badges and went over a
few layout ideas. Once his designs
are roughed out, he'll show the
board and ask for opinions.

The treasurer's report indicates
Ring funds at $791. The Ring
agreed to reimburse Tom Kasner
$38.60 for his submitted receipts
with regards to printing expenses
prior to July's ban<iuet. With no
further business to discuss, the
meeting was adjourned.
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In two months our Close-
Up competition takes
place. Last year's chal-
lenge showed off eleven
Ring members and their
efforts were outstanding.
Can we count on YOU to
be a contestant this year?
If so, touch base with
Dick Dale and get on the
list for January 1lth.

The Ring 76 websif e is
online. Want to see
plentg of pics and a

great promo for our
group? Want to find

out what's in our
librarg? Then visif

CMSS.LIMAX.COM/

RING76 /RINGZ6.HTM

Thanks to the diligence
of Tom Kasne., gou're
in f or a Ireat when gou

visit our sif e.

Find ort what Ring 76
' is all about bg

getf ing on the web
nowl Link=fomang

magical sites are also
listed.

October Board Meeting



7:00 pm Board meeting
Dlck & Julie Dale's home

6:30 pm American Legion Hall - La Mesa
theme: Mentalismlmental magic
pre+neeting: Rubber band teach-in

7:00 pm Board meeting
Dick & Julie Dale's home

6:30 pm Chrisftras pot-luck Dinner
Jack's l!/lagic Place

6TIZE
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pEou HotnEIg 83801

$mrH!ry

A7 TIIE CASTLE

Lectures
(for megician memberr only)

EtfledingSec'1 !$+ ycen rl the Twer Elr, &ir lccrrrre i*frll of eomracrcid itcu., tip6
and hiu of burilts. Erntqroac, frm ttrc cE toild pre to llc rbrduta @irrtr, rifl wslt
awey witb mnabiag,

Vito is we[-knorn around the world rr a master of deight of hend and rill prcrcat r
lcturc on all formr of tbe rrt witb many int rcating twistr rnd tipr on thc classics of
magic.

Mitch is thc Produccr of the Canedien TV scries "Gnnd lllusions" consirting of 50
half-hour rhowc. Ee will dircurs rnd s&ow thc 4-ycar project and prcrent thc Magic
Csetlc yilb th entirc rct of vidco tapc*.

Nov 15

Nov 22

Nov 29

Do{-
Eson

Vito
Lupo

Mitch
Ncsr
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Whafs Hap[sning

November 2

November 9

November 23

December 14

Novcmber l6 - 22 November 23 - 29 Hov 3O - Dtt 5

CTOSE-UP GALLERY
Eorly-7:30-8:30-*30

T.C. Tahoc
I.ale- 10:30- 1l:30- 12:30

Joe Monti

PARI,OUR
Early - 7:45 - 8:45 - 9:1t)

Errt Ndwr
Laie - l0:15 - I I:15 - 12:15

Howerd Jay

PALACflof*lYSTmY
8:30- IO:OO - 1t:lf
MikcCtvacy
t*:*rt

SUNDAYBRUNCE
PARLOUR

Childrtn'c Shons
l2:15-l:15-2.i5

Bob Markwood
t

CI,6E-UP GALI,ERY
Earty-7:30-8:3O-*30

Jim Starr
late- 10:10- Il:30- 12:30

[,ou Senaro

PARLOUf,
Eaty-7:45 -8:4S-9:30

Ilanry Scots
Lrtc- lftls- II:15- l2:i.5

Alfonso

P6.LICE otriltYSftrRY
E:lO- IlfO- ll:15

Lrrfy&rk
Ame Lc'rr*svitct

Pctc Jenscn

SI]NDAYBRUNCH
PARI.CIt'R

Children'r Shonr
I2:i5 - l:15 - 2. l5

Bob Stone
a

CI.OST.UP GALLERY
Iirty-?:30-E:30-liO

Earry Mooti
l,ate- 10:30 - I l:30 - 12:30

Jcrry Andrur

PARI]OUR
Iiuly-7:45 - 8:{5 - 9:30

MadtEdwerd
I.atu- 10:15 - l I:15 - lll5

Gcorge Tovar

PALAim oftrdYSTERY
&J0- t0fil- ll:l5
Ihug ltlalloy
Brady kyor
Craig Diclrenr

SUNDAY BRUNCE
PARIOUR

Childrca's Shows
12:15-l:15-2.15

Bob Hoover
t


