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Magicl The stuff our Ring is supposed to be made of.
l'd like to thank allthe pe-rformers and participants at
our recent meetings. ln December, Ring 76 mem-
bers put on a great show for our potluck tioliday cel-
ebration, January was a great evening of majic as
Ring members competed for the tifle of t ggg elose-
up Contest. Last month we had an impromptu pre-
meeting that was lead by Tom La Chance and Dick
Dale. They did a great job giving us ideas and an
even.better job by getting the membership to get up
and sharesome of theirimpromptu tricks. Unplalnned,
as it would need to be, the pr"e-meeting r-eaily had a

-,lot of participation. The regular meeting therie also
brought out some great performances. The quality of
presentation seems to be going up and more im6ior-
tantly to_me, the number and variety of people ier-
form.ing is going up. Thank you for bettihg up there
and it giving it a shol Yourre doing great, keep up the
good work-

Magic Paraphernalia; the stuff our closets, drawers
and garages are supposed to filled with. Come join
us at the Swap Meetand Auction atthe next meeting.
P!'ing your goodies and go home with even mor6.
Please help s.upport the R-ing as the auction is parily
a fundraiser. lf you can, donate an item to the Auction
torlfe Ring and bid, bid, bid. Seriously, lastyearwe
had high qua.lity items (okay, mostly) gbod participa-
!i9n, a good time (absolutely) and raised neady $300.
Please join the fun and support your Ring.

I lopg all is well and that your life is filled with magic,
of alltypes. Let me knowwhatwe can do betterand
l'll see you on March 8th. Have fun.

Prerident'r Merrage
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?:A{E 7O c.LEAr\r(f,u" ?HE c.l.,gsE?!,
It's time for our annual swap meet...a chance
to find treasures at bareain^prices or unload
keasures you don't needaoyirore.If vouwant
to set up a table, get with'Dick or Tirlie Date
NOW t<i avoid the$S extracharse foi'iate table
set-up fee on the night of the ev"ent.

I Th"ru will also be a fund-raisins auction aeain I
I this vear to benefit the Rins 76 #easurv. ef'last I
I yea/s auction, our kiffy was sweetilned by I
I $300!Toassureourselvesanother greatpot-fat- 1

1 tener this year, we're aslqng yoy all to 6ring at iI r€dstone magrc prop, tnck, book or vrdeo tape II worth$15 ormore and donate it. Itwiilbe sold ir, tothehighestbidder. 
Ilt

! fng lnee_mg starts at 6:30 with the swap meet I
I on Mondayhight, March 8th. I
t--rrrrrrrrrrrr 
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Febrtrarlr lteetirrg
by Don Sa,;!, seeyetaryt

With six visitors and one new member -
Wemer Von Bergen - attending this
month's get-togetheq our pre+neeting of
impromptu magic tips started with VP
Tom La Chance showing a trick or two
from Michael Webeds l_ffe Saverswhich
included splitting a spoon into two at a
restaurant and how to make an im-
promptu Devil's Napkinfrom a paperone.
Our otherVP, Dick Dale, explained how
a burnt match disappears then mysteri-
ously reappears in a book of matches.
President Gary Schwartarvald revealed
the mystery of the invisible bouncing ball
catch in paper bag and taught coin thru
hank. Member-at-large Paul Thomey
showed howto locate a spedator-marked
dollar bill from a thoroughly mixed batch
of bills. Visitor Dennis Gates performed
an impressive bare-hand quarter vanish
and one which will be filed away in many
of our mental libraries. Roy Armstrong
showed what you can do with a cloth
table napkin as he proceeded to create
a mcusefrom one. Our lastteacherwas
Tom Kasnerwho did an impromptu dol-
lar billtear called "Deface Dollaf .

by Don Soul, secretary

The board meeting was held February
Zzi"id ai Tom La Ghance's home with
Tom, Gary Schwartzwald, Ralph
Mauzy, Don Soul, Paul Thomey and
Dick and Julie Dale attending. A table
count was asked for the March swap
meet and auction meeting. Only two
tables had been reserved thus far. lt was
decided the auctioneerwill be Dick Dale.

Developing negotiationsfor an April guest
lecturer are continuing but it looks as
though Whit Haydn is our strongest pos-
sibility. ln an effort to pull in the curious
during our annual membership renewal

Paul Thomey retumerj to the stage to per-
form his Pass-the-Mat trick - one in wt'uoh
a card selected by an assistant becomes
invisible only to turn face up in a tabled
deck. Paul passed the mat to Tom La
Chance. The evening's theme was My
Favorite Trick and eight people presented
theirfavorites. First, Sherry Luft prepared
us all for spring and the coming flower
bloom with a bag full of (what else?)
spring flowers. Next, Dick Ustickstarted
his tape playeras he showed us not one
favorite trick but more like a dozen. As
he sang his own lyrics to "My Favorite
Things" (from The Sound of Music), he
went from Squared Circle to Linking
Rings to Chinese Sticks and more pro-
viding us with a humorous, fast-paced
and unexpeded extravaganza production
number! Diane Lane humbly followed
Dick s routine with funny pattei ais she
performed Ring-from-Rope. This was fol-
lowed by Ring-Retums-to-Rope as dem-
onstrated by Charlie Norris. And, as
most of us know, Charlie's favorite trick
is tying severa! knots on a r"ope which is
never released from either hand as he
holds the ends.

Continued on page 3

1998-99 Board of Directors

Gary Schwartzwald - President
6135 Haas Street
La Mesa, CA92A42
(61e) 6e7-e468

Tom La Chance - Membership VP
447 Nila Lane
El Cajon, CA 92020
(619) 441-3747

Dick Dale - Entertainment VP
2447 Nielsen Street
El Cajon, CA 92020
(61s) 562-737e

,lulie Dale. Tieasurel
2447 Nielsen Street
ElCajon, CA 92O2A
(619) s62-7379

Don Soul - Secretary
10068 Branford Road
San Diego, CA 92129-3223
(619) 484-34e2
fax (619) 4844A32

Ralph Mauzy - Sergeant-At-Arms
P.O.Box1224
Alpine, CA 91903
(619) 390-7494

Paul Thomey - Member-at-Large
7432 Caminito Carlotta
San Diego, CA 92120
(61e) s82-57e0

SUASCR/PflONS to MagiCurrents are
$10 pryearfor out of the arca magicians.

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS should be
sent to the club trcasurer,Julie Dale. All
Ring 76 members must be members in
g ood sla ndi ng with the I nte matio n al Broth -
erhood of Magicians.

MagiCurrcnts is published monthly
by Ring 76. All rights reserued. Articles
and contibutions should be sent to:
MagiCurrents
10068 Bnnfod Road
San Diego, CA 92129

Boarc, ,Vteeti ng
at that meeting, a fee for non-lBM mem-
bers who are not Ring 76 members will
be $15 to attend. The North County Guild
members as well as Ring 76 members
will, of course attend the lecture free and
(fcr" Ring 76ers) i:e ready io pay dues
that evenrng.

The May meeting will highlight magic
using coins and paper money and the
pre-meeting will offer Jack Evans and
Chris Portillo presenting the History of
Cards. During the May meeting a nomi-
nating committee, as volunteered from
the April meeting, will announce candi-
dates for Ring offices with the election to
be held at the June meeting. With no
more business to discuss, the meeting
was adjoumed.



My Favorite Tricks*
(Can be sung to "Favorite Things,,)

By Richard B: Ustick

)

Cutting a rope and then making it whole

Using Square Circles or a L,otus Bowl

Bright Linking Rings and long Chinese
Sticks

These are a lew of rn.,'favorite tricks

Finding four aces in cards that are stripped

HotRods and Paddles,

the famous thumb tips

Broken wands that all at once appear fixed

These are some more of my favorite tricks

I,llhite fluIfy bururies that jump out of hats

Wearing tuxedos and black shoes with
spats

Leggy assistants with clothes next to none

These are the things that make stage
magicfur!

Uontlnued from page 2

Gary Dismukes'favorite trick is one in
which a panelof the president,s portrait
is cut on three sides and held by a spec-
tator. He then folds the remainderof the
bill, unfolds it and the bill hasflipped sides.
Visitor and IBM member Bryan
McDaniel took center stage to show us
his favorite trick He explained itwas the
veryfirst trick he evertriedto leam... one
called Paul Hanis' Reset. Ouchl Master_
ing that trick for starters is a feat in itself.
His presentation was excellent. Let,s
hope he becomes a member of the Ring
real soon. Paul Thomey returned for the
third time this evening as he bonowed a
deck of cards, had one signed and re_
tumed to the deck by visitorAl Vasquez,
then observed how much pain Alcould
withstand as he fanned a lighter under

l's hand which held the deck of cards,
-While Al bravely succeeded, paul then

showed Al's signed card, and no other,

When my reel sticks, and the crowd boos,

when it's look'n sad,

I simply perform one of my favorite
tricks,

and then the show don't feel so bad.

(Verbal interlude)

"Most of us learned our favorite trick
early in our careers.

Either the fust trick we learned or the first
one to get a BAFOaudience response.

And son-re r'i:nes it was a trick taught to us
by a master of magic or someone y,7e

respected . . .

Forme..."

First there was Al, wore a hat with a tassel

Then came Bill Bixby, he lived at the
Castle,

Professor's Nighhnare and all of those
chicks,

That's when I started to learn magic tricks.

Then came the cane with which I would
dance,

spongballs and Billiards,

and thimbles on hands

Bright red silk handkerchiefs from ropes
appear/

I once thought this was the trick of the
year

Showing an audience your mental skills

reading their minds, and giving them chijls

Comedy and drama in just the right mix,

blended together in my favorite tricks

14[hen the phone rirgs, someone's party,

and they want a show

I simply remember my favorite tricks

and then I pack up and gol
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaoaoa

! The Ring 76 website is :
! online. Want f o see :
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had been bumed approximately one{hird
of its surface, Our last performer was Jeff
Marcus vyho flawlessly manipulated three
pieces of rope, each a different length,
and made them allthe same length. yes,
ProfessoCs Nigfrtmare is his favorite trick
- it said so in the headlinefrom an otd ad
which he showed us.

3cruss.trMAx.com tRtNGT6 / i
a; RINGT6.HTM :aa
oa
a_
I Fina out whar Ring 26 is :
o. all about bg :
tt-
o getting on ?he web nowl o

I links to manu :
ao magical sites are also .''-o

ebruarlr lteeti
Continued from

6bout Rine 26...

Members-must be at least 12 years old.
Non-members rnav ar-rqna thidt Rile 

'ie 
meetines ar no chare e (ex-gept for special euentsJ.

Local dues.are $20 pgt-year funder lg years is $10J.Membersfip in rhe tem inter;iiior;at'oririiiiaiio6'if recuireo. tBMdues are $4a the.first vear.- %u-iviiiirrZn Ebe-id;'tiie'riiiiine Rins-masazine, one of .masic'r Oesi priiiiiciiioos.
rrospectrve members are fequired to perform a five-rninute magicaudition at a Riog fO meitine:--'-- '- '

Rine ?6 mem.bers r?qgive iiie-monthly MasicurreDrs newslerter andmay afiend ail moorhty meeai0es-if--ii6 Ai,;ili:
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IOO6t Brsnford f,ood
Son Diego, Cf, 92129

March 8th American Legion Hall-La Mesa 6:30 pm

Theme: Swap Meet and Auction

March 22nd Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Don Soul's home

April 12th American Legion Hall-La Mesa 6:30 pm

Dues Night and free-to.members lecture by

WhitHaydn

April26th Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Don Soul's home Forwarding and address correction requested

Richard Ustick
GGct€jBob st"
La Mesa, CA 91942-2564


