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 MagiCurrents 

By Misha Osinovskiy 
 
The theme of the April 14 
meeting of IBM Ring 76 was our 
annual “Fool Us!” competition. 
 
This month's performances were 
scrutinized by our razor-sharp 
judges, Mark Booth and James 
Thayer, who brought every ounce 
of their magical experience to the 
table.  
 
Their goal? Deconstruct the 
routines, bust the secrets, and 
crown the cleverest conjurors. 
 
When disagreements arose or 
secrets were just too sneaky, the 
final word came from our Master 
Judge, Misha Osinovskiy, the 
only person entrusted with knowing the real methods 
behind each routine. Misha served as the ultimate 
tiebreaker and magical oracle of the night. 
 

(continued on page 2) 

Ring 76 Calendar 2025 
May 12 Stand Up Competition * 

June 1 Wheel Chair Regatta * 

June 9 Bill Goodwin Lecture 

July 14 Installation Banquet  
 

* Opportunity for Members to Perform 
 

Direct any questions concerning the calendar to 
V.P. of Entertainment, “Magic Mike” Stilwell 
at Magicmike@Ring76.com. 

April Meeting Highlights “Fool Us” ! 

 
IBM Ring 76 meets every second Monday of the 
month at the Rec Hall of the Immaculate Con-
ception Church, 2540 San Diego Ave. in Old 
Town, San Diego, California. Unless otherwise 
specified, the doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the 
meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
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David Yee opened the show with a devilishly 
clever card routine. A shuffled deck, a chosen 
card lost in the mix, and—boom—it vanishes 
entirely. When the deck was flipped, the card was 
nowhere to be found. The judges were baffled 
and had to consult the Master Judge, Misha. 
Verdict: David fooled the judges. Bravo! 
 
Ms. Charley brought her signature energy with a 
twist on the classic Robbing Jacks. She called up 
a volunteer, let her take the lead, and stunned the 

April Meeting (continued) 
audience with a surprise ending—her hand was 
stacked with diamonds (the card kind, not the 
bling). While the judges sniffed out her secret, the 
audience was completely charmed. A crowd 
favorite performance! 

Bruce McArthur kept us guessing with a triple-card 
mystery. Three selections, three separate shuffles, 
and a suspenseful buildup where two cards seemed 
lost for good… until the final reveal blew the 
judges away. No gimmicked cards, just good ol’ 
sleight of hand. Another one fooled the judges! 
 
Rich took us 
on a 
mathematical 
mind trip 
with a 
prediction 
routine 
involving 
five-digit 
numbers, 
audience 
participation, 
and a final 
total that 
matched his 
pre-written 
prediction. 
Sharp minds 
in the room 
spotted the 
method, but 
the presentation was sharp and smart. A thoughtful 
and brainy performance! 

(continued on page 3) 



 

 

 

  

MagiCurrents — May 2025  Page 3

San Diego Ring 76, International Brotherhood of Magicians  

© 2025 I.B.M. Ring 76 

Alvin brought the laughs with a delightfully 
disoriented card trick. With dramatic pauses, 
misdirection, and even the removal of his glasses, 
Alvin had everyone wondering what was going 
on—until he nailed the reveal. Judges weren’t 
fooled, but the room was in stitches. Pure 
entertainment gold. 
 
Vic Terrific closed the night with a mind-blowing 
card teleportation routine. Two selected cards 
vanished from one deck and reappeared in 
another—alongside their mysterious counterparts. 
The secret? So secret even the NSA would be 
jealous. The judges were mystified, and the legend 
of Vic Terrific lives on. 
 
Wrap-Up: 
 
Another magical evening in the books! Thanks to all 
who performed, participated, and shared laughs. We 
can’t wait for the next meeting—see you there! 
 
Business Portion: 
 
Elections: Members are 
stepping up! As of this 
meeting date, Max is 
running for Treasurer, 
Micah for Secretary, 
and Paul Dwork for VP 
of Entertainment, while 
James Thayer is 
continuing as VP of 
Membership. And 
we’re still looking to 
fill the President 
position. Several 
potential candidates are 
considering the top 
spot. For an update 
check out the Board 
notes from April  28. 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
David Yee announced an event on July 12 in need 
of strolling magicians. Performers will score free 
tickets to the main shows—details to come. 
 
Magic Mike Stilwell reminded everyone about the 
Wheel Chair Regatta, a heartwarming event where 
volunteers perform magic for attendees. Several 
members, including Ms. Charley, signed up to 
bring smiles again this year. 
 
Club Updates: 
 
The incoming VP of Entertainment 
shared his excitement after 
connecting with Bill Goodwin at 
the Magic Castle. Big things are 
coming—new lectures and fresh 
inspiration for Ring 76! 
 
Alvin is putting together a 
magician’s panel for Comic-Con 
and wants your input. Volunteers 
get a 4-day pass—a magical deal. 
 
Mini-lectures were a hit! Magic 
Mike reported that the new format 
was fun, interactive, and well-
received. Expect more soon. 
 

IBM Ring 76 needs a newsletter editor effective 
immediately, for the June issue. The current 
editor Michael E. Johnson is stepping down 
because he lives too far away, in Warner Springs, 
about an hour and a half away from the regular 
meetings in Old Town.  
 
“I can’t attend most meetings, so I believe the 
club would be better served by a person who 
lives closer to town, able to participate in 
activities,” Johnson said. 

April Meeting (continued) 

Newsletter Editor Wanted 

The newsletter editor is responsible for writing, 
editing, layout, design, and proofreading, with 
the help of other volunteers and Board members. 
He or she should be comfortable working with 
desktop publishing, especially the Microsoft 
Publisher program. They also work very closely 
with the Board.  
 
If you are interested, contact Magic Mike 
Stilwell at 619-251-2766. Please consider 
volunteering, to continue this tradition! 
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1. Secretary's Report (Acting Secretary, Misha) 
• Meeting Notes: Notes from the last meeting were transcribed locally from audio, not using AI file 

uploads. A separate cloud document was used for dictated notes from an in-person meeting, 
summarized creatively by AI. Feedback was requested on the shared cloud document; blanks 
were included for missing details. The plan is to use a running cloud document for future meeting 
notes and potentially start a separate one for board notes for a consistent record. 

• Member Survey: 20 responses received with insightful feedback. A summary recap (highlighting 
good points, areas for improvement, and things to discontinue) will be shared soon via a cloud 
document for board feedback. The goal is to collaboratively decide on 1-2 action items based on 
feedback for the next year. 

 

2. Treasurer's Report (Miguel) 
• Financial Status: The only transaction was a payment for the website (IONOS). Current total 

balance is $2,962.45. The balance is down about $1,000 compared to the same time last year, 
partly due to significant donations last year and recent expenses like the Plex server payment and 
camera. Upcoming dues payments should help replenish funds. 

• Upcoming Payments: An invoice for Pop Haydn was received but not yet paid. Payment will 
likely be made the night of the event. Payment for Bill Goodwin will also be made the night of his 
lecture. 

• Fundraising Idea: A suggestion was made to hold a public show, possibly in conjunction with a 
charity, to raise funds. This was tabled for future discussion and potentially forming a committee. 

 

3. Sergeant at Arms Report (Mark Booth) 
• Meeting Attendance: Last meeting had 29 members and 6 guests, totaling 35 attendees. 

Attendance was up by two people from the previous month. 

• Parking: Members are generally complying with parking rules. Arrangements will be made to 
ensure guest performers/lecturers (like Pop Haydn) have close parking spots, possibly by 
reserving a space. 

 

4. Library Report (Gary Salisbury) 
• Donations: Received donations from the estates of Loch David Crane (magic papers/props) and 

Rudy Fowler (bag of props). 

• IBM Plex Server: Currently digitizing ~80 magic videos and need to combine ~220 multi-file 
videos. Server utilization is slightly up, but the TV category is not being used due to a file system 
bug being investigated. Members can request items to be added to the server; information on 
access is in the newsletter, on the website, and new members receive it via email. Gary offered to 
personally contact members having trouble accessing it. A suggestion was made to do another in-
house demo of the Plex server at a future meeting. 

• Finances & Purchases: Made $30 from opportunity drawing, $31 from door prize, and $50 from 
library sales (audiobooks). Petty cash is at $682.20. No physical books were purchased; the focus 
is on digital items for the Plex server and accepting donations. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

Board Shavings from April 28 
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5. VP of Entertainment Report (Mike Stilwell) 
• Upcoming Events: Full slate for the stand-up competition; Matt King is on standby. Five people 

signed up for the Wheel Chair Regatta on June 1st. Lecture with Bill Goodwin on June 9th; the 
camera/TV setup will be used. Installation banquet will feature Pop Haydn, the stand-up and close
-up contest winners, and Member of the Year award. It will be a potluck again. Coordination for 
the potluck needs to be determined. 

 

6. VP of Membership Report (James Thayer) 
• Membership Status: Current membership is 78. Invited two potential new members encountered 

at shows. 

• Dues Collection: Starting to collect dues for the next year; one payment received so far. An article 
regarding dues will be in the newsletter. 

• Button Maker: Alfonso volunteered and currently has the button-making machine for new 
members. 

 

7. Nominating Committee Report (Sherry) 
• Proposed Slate of Officers: President: Mike Stillwell; VP of Membership: James Thayer; VP of 

Entertainment: Paul Dwork; Secretary: Micah Ortiz; Treasurer: Max Long; Sergeant at Arms: 
Mark Booth; Member at Large/Librarian: Gary Salisbury; Member at Large: Chris Lawrence. 

• Nomination Process: The proposed slate will be announced at the next meeting, and nominations 
will be taken from the floor. Voting occurs in June. Anyone who has previously served on the 
board can be nominated for President from the floor. 

• Nominating Committee Membership: It was noted that per the constitution, committee members 
should resign if they decide to run for office. Mike Stilwell agreed to step down from the 
committee. 

• Member at Large Position (Josh): According to bylaws, the outgoing President (Josh) can take a 
Member at Large position. There was conflicting information on whether Josh intended to take 
the position. A recommendation was made for the board to vote to add a third Member at Large 
position regardless of Josh's decision, to allow more members (like Chris Lawrence) to join the 
board. This requires a board vote. 

 

8. Newsletter Editor Discussion (Michael) 
• Submission Deadline: Goal is to receive news/articles from the board by Saturday to allow 

weekend assembly and publication on Monday.  

• Content: Will continue Richard's template and include sections like "Magic in San Diego". 
Requests pictures from members. Needs a blurb from the President (Josh). 

 

9. New/Old Business 
• Plaques:  Plaques for the "You Fooled Us" contest were ordered. The price increased from $18.31 

to $27.70 each. The purchase was approved. They will be brought to the next meeting. 

• No Old Business. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Board Shavings (continued) 
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10. Discussion on Librarian Board Seat 
• Proposal: A suggestion was made to consider creating a dedicated, voting board seat specifically 

for the Librarian. This addresses the concern that if the current Librarian (Gary) is not elected as 
Member at Large, the library role would lack board representation. Creating this seat would 
require amending the constitution and bylaws. 

• Considerations: The potential impact on having an even vs. odd number of voting board members 
was raised, though tie votes have not historically been an issue. 

Board Shavings (continued) 

A Message from 
Magic Mike Stilwell 

Monday, May 12, 2025 Stand up Competition, 
8 minutes max, Speaking of Max, Max with an X 
will be the timekeeper, at 7.5 minutes he will 
shine a light, giving you 30 seconds to finish!  
Order: 1. Mr. Funtastic, 2. Magical Ms. Charley, 
3. Mark Booth, 4. Johnathan, 5. Joe Mystic, 6. 
Vic Terrific, 7. Chris Connely, and 8. Greg 
Wauson. The votes will be sealed until the 
installation banquet. Gift cards and medals for 
1st, 2nd, 3rd will be awarded. 
  
Sunday, June 1, the 62nd annual Wheel Chair 
Regatta at the Silver Gate Yacht Club, 2091 
Shelter Island Drive in San Diego, 

1. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., entertaining guests in 
wheelchairs and volunteers. 

2. 10 a.m. to 12 noon: Magic Mike, Magical 
Ms. Charley, Paul Dwork. 

3. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: David Yee, Hudson. 
Reach out to Mike Stilwell if you want to donate 
your time!  
  
June 9, Monday, Lecture from The Magic Castle 
Librarian Bill Goodwin focusing on close up 
magic, Free to members. 
 
July 14, Monday, theme: Installation Banquet; 
More info next month about the popular pot luck, 
awards, and special entertainment.  
  
See you soon!  Dues are due next month! 

Dues Are Due! 
From James Thayer 
April Showers bring May flowers. And May 
flowers bring...Ring 76 dues notices? Well, to 
be honest, there is no causal link, but 
nevertheless, it is that time of year again. Dues 
are due as of June 30th and we hope every 
member will renew by that date.  
 
The amount for Ring 76 annual dues is $30 ($15 
for junior members and $15 for non-resident 
members). We have three ways to pay: 

1. By mail: Make a check out to “IBM 
Ring 76” and send it to: Ring 76 c/o 
James Thayer; 9556 Babauta Road; San 
Diego, CA 92129. 

2. Send your dues via PayPal to 
payments@ring76.com. Please put 
"Dues" in the comments section. 

3. Pay James Thayer directly when you see 
him at a Ring Meeting. He accepts cash. 

Magic Live! Coming 

Lots of IBM Ring 76 members will be attending 
the Magic Live! convention at The Orleans 
Hotel & Casino August 3– 6. This includes 
Mark Booth, Michael & Julia Johnson, Michael 
Callahan, Paul Dwork, Gary Salisbury & Shelly 
Alston, Bob Meigs & Mike O'Conner, Greg 
Wauson, Joe Mystic, Happy Elliott & Terry 
Runyon, Gary Dismukes, Laurie Pearson, David 
Yee, Rich Robertson, Terry Lunceford, Dan 
Poplawsky and Sherry Luft. 

mailto:payments@ring76.com
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Did you know 
that in 1907, 
Harry Houdini 
performed at 
335 Fifth 
Avenue in San 
Diego, called 
The Grand 
Theater? This 
was once 
called Louis’ 
Opera House, 
and later 
became a 
motion picture 
house, before 
it disappeared. 

It was said that Houdini did an underwater escape 
with shackles in the San Diego Bay to drum up 
business for his show. Now many magicians 
continue to follow his legacy and perform in San 
Diego. Here’s a few shows you can enjoy! 
 
May 8 15, 22 and 29, Derek Ostovani performs 
Thursdays from 6 – 8 p.m. at Bellamy’s 
Restaurant and Wine Bar, 417 W. Grand Ave. in 
Escondido; for info call 760-747-5000. 
Sometimes Derek’s schedule changes, so for the 
latest update call him at 619-813-0539. 

Local Magic Around San Diego 
May 15, Thursday, 7 – 9 p.m. Joe Mystic 
headlines at the Magic Cellar of Wonder, located 
at the Holiday Wine Cellar, 302 W. Mission Ave. 
in Escondido; tickets $65 or 2 for $110, which 
includes a cheese plate and a wine pour or a beer; 
ages 21+ only; curated by Tim Wise. For info visit 
www.holidaywinecellar.com. The photo below 
shows Joe performing at the Mission Bay Yacht 
Club for a full house. You can see why this 
Magician is a living San Diego legend! 

(continued on page 9) 

http://www.holidaywinecellar.com
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May 15, Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. the 
Children’s Creative & Performing Arts Academy 
holds an event titled “Step Into the Magic” at the 
Joan B. Kroc Theatre, 6845 University Ave. in 
San Diego. Tickets are $39.19 through 
www.eventbrite.com. 
 
May 17, Saturday, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Lakeshore 
Learning sponsors “The Magic of Science” at 
their Hazard Center store, 7510 Hazard Center 
Dr. in San Diego. This is a free event. For info 
call 619-297-8494. 
 
May 20, Tuesday, May 22, Thursday, and May 
24, Saturday, the San Diego International Fringe 
Festival offers “It’s A Magic Show Damnit!” at 
7:30 p.m. at the Marie Hitchcock Puppet Theatre, 
2130 Pan American Plaza in Balboa Park. This 
event stars Chase The Entertainer. Tickets are 
$13. For info visit www.sdfringe.org. 
 
May 27, Tuesday, 10:00 - 10:45 a.m. Illusions By 
Allen Oshiro Magic Show at the Linda Vista 
Library, 2160 Ulrich St. in San Diego; free; 858-
573-1399. 
 
May 31, Saturday, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m., Sparkles 
the Clown performs magic and more at the San 
Carlos Library, 7265 Jackson Dr. in San Diego. 
For info call 619-527-3430. 
 
June 4, Wednesday, 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. David 
Skale the Magician at Del Mar Library, 1309 
Camino Del Mar in Del Mar; free; 858-755-1666. 
 

June 4, Wednesday, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Sparkles 

the Clown at Fallbrook Library, 124 S. Mission 

Rd. in Fallbrook; free; 760-731-4650. 

 

June 6, Friday, 8 p.m. All Star Vegas Starring 
Piff The Magic Dragon at Pechanga Resort 
Casino, 45000 Pechanga Pkwy. in Temecula; 
tickets $34 - $51; 888-810-8871 or visit 
www.pechanga.com. 
 

June 12, Thursday, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Sparkles the 
Clown performs at the Vista Library, 700 
Eucalyptus Ave. in Vista; free; 760-643-5100. 
 
June 14, Saturday, 10:30 - 11:15 Sparkles The 
Clown at University Heights Library, 4193 Park 
Blvd. in San Diego; free; 619-692-4912. 
 
June 17, Tuesday, 6 - 7 p.m., Family Night Illusions 
by Allen Oshiro from 6 - 7 p.m. at the San Ysidro 
Library, 4235 Beyer Blvd. in San Diego; free; 619-
424-0475. 
 
June 18, Wednesday, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. Comedian 
Magician Justin Rivera at the Fallbrook Library, 
124 S. Mission Rd. in Fallbrook; free; 760-731-
4650. 
 
June 20, Friday, 10 - 11 a.m. Children’s Summer 
Reading Program event Illusions By Allen Oshiro 
at the Mission Hills / Hillcrest Knox Library, 215 
W. Washington St. in San Diego; free; 619-692-
4910. 
 
June 21, Saturday, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. The Billy 
Bonkers Magic Show at Cardiff-By-The-Sea 
Library, 2081 Newcastle Ave. in Cardiff-By-The-
Sea; free; 760-753-4027. 
 
June 25, Wednesday, 11:00 - 11:45 a.m., Illusions 
By Allen Oshiro at the Valencia/Malcom X 
Library, 5148 Market St. in San Diego; free; 619-
527-3404. 
 
June 25, Wednesday, 10:30 - 11:00 a.m. The Magic 
of Alfonso Vasquez at the Del Mar Library, 1309 
Camino Del Mar in Del Mar; free; 858-755-1666. 
 

June 26, Thursday, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Billy 
Bonkers Magic Show performs at the Vista Library, 
700 Eucalyptus Ave. in Vista; free; 760-643-5100. 
 
June 28, Saturday, Alchemy After Dark magic 
evening at Witch Creek Winery, 2906 Carlsbad 
Blvd. in Carlsbad; doors open 7 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
close-up magic, 9 p.m. main show; hosted by Tim 
Wise; tickets $25; info 310-770-2877. 
 

Local Magic (continued) 

http://www.pechanga.com
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